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WORK FOR PRIVATE ARCHITECTS 


(CORRESPONDENCE received from both official and 

private architects dealing with the proposal made 
a fortnight ago by Mr. Loweth, Kent County Architect, 
that private architects should be invited to collaborate 
on a wider scale with the official architect, shows that 
this important matter is causing much interest. Letters 
published in our last issue from private architects make 
several points which both official and private prac- 
titioners should study. 

Views expressed by other “ official” correspondents 
centre mainly on two points: (a) that the decision 
to employ private architects on official work is not a 
matter solely for the officers in charge of the depart- 
ment but rather for the elected members; (b) that there 
is the objection of cost to be considered, both in regard 
to fees for executed work and possibly, under uncertain 
conditions, of abandoned work, where private archi- 
tects’ commissions are concerned. 

Both these questions raise matters of importance to 
the case we are advancing, but both can, we believe, be 
answered. As to (a), most authorities place, and rightly 
so, a great deal of reliance upon the advice of their 
permanent officials, who thus have the opportunity, if 
they are so minded, to advocate any policy to the 
advantage of the department or the council. Where there 
is strong political feeling running, this may not always 
be easy or possible, though even here the arguments 
previously advanced of speed, variety of design and 
economy may be advanced. 


{n this connection one may well ask why more 
architects do not make it their business to stand for 
election to local authorities. The builder and the 
estate agent are often to be found among the elected 
members of municipal and county authorities, as are 
lawyers, doctors, accountants, etc. The architect is 
more rarely seen, and we believe that if more members 
of the profession would interest themselves in local 
politics their services as members of the building and 
planning committees would be valuable in many direc- 
tions, not least in bringing the question now under con- 
sideration into perspective. 

As to objection (b), it is true that some authorities 
rate the total cost of professional fees, when engaging 
private architects with quantity surveyors and other 
consultants, in the region of 9 per cent. If this seems 
high, let it be remembered that on the other side of the 
account are savings in permanent staff, in accommoda- 
tion, and most of all in time. What is the capital value, 
under abe conditions, of six months lost on a school 
or a block of flats? It may be doubted if, yore these 
factors into consideration, the balance is really one 
adverse to the authority. As for abandoned work, there 
was certainly a good deal on the stocks when war broke 
out over which the tide of new developments and ideas 
has passed, but to-day the situation is more stable, 
at least in the fields of housing and educational work 
which we are principally considering. It must be 
remembered, too, that the architectural department of 
an authority is not exempt from loss when work is 
abandoned. 

Such viewpoints and criticisms as we have referred to 
are welcomed, especially as they contribute to a just 
assessment of a situation which it is easy to over- 

plify. Meanwhile we have heard within the last week 

f yet another important authority which has now de- 
cided to invite private architects to collaborate with the 
head of its own architectural department. This is in 
addition to the welcome news, referred to in our “ Notes 
and News” col ’ that the L.C.C., which already 
makes use of the private practitioner, has accepted a 
recommendation by its Supplies Committee to employ 
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private architects to supplement the staff resourcés of 
the Architect's Department in connection with the 
provision of about 80 new civic restaurants. 
Finally, the cause for collaboration must gain very 
greatly by the meeting between the President of «the 
R.1.B.A. and the Minister of Works (reported on: page 
247), at which Sir Lancelot Keay stressed the oppor- 
tunity which now offered itself to public authorities and 
private owners to prepare plans for future building, and 
put forward the suggestion that rather than increase 
their present staffs, Government Departments and loca] 
authorities should be asked to give as much work as 
possible to architects in private practice. The Minister's 
undertaking to consider the question of a pronounce- 
ment by the Government on this question is encourag- 


ing. fe 
BUILDING APPRENTICESHIP 


(THE allied subjects of apprenticeship and training for 

the building industry have always attracted the 
best type of employer. Attention was drawn to’ this 
matter in Parliament recently by Mr. Marples, himself 
a building trade employer, and the discussion in the 
House was reported in our issue of last week. 
foundation of the Parliamentary Secretary’s, M.o.W., 
reply was that 22,400 apprentices entered the industry 
between October, 1945, and gr ypecred 1946; next year 
the figure was 20,100; while most recent 
available showed an annual increase of nearly 17,000. 
Mr. Durbin did not think this figure showed up badly 
against the requirements which assessed at 22,500 
annually; they fell short of the target by about 124 per 
cent., but this was partly accounted for by the raising 
of the school-leaving age. 

A shortage of entrants to-day means a shortage of 
skilled craftsmen in five years’ time. Even the M.o.W. 
target figure was fixed at 10 per cent. lower than a year 
ago because it was anticipated that the cut necessitated 
by economy would reduce the total required 
force by that amount. The Parliamentary Secretary's 
ready acceptance of a permanent cut in — trade 
demand because of an economic crisis which hope 
to be temporary will not be welcomed by either opera- 
tives or ig a in the industry any more than by 
those who have, at considerable personal expense of 
time and money, acquired professional skill as architects 
and surveyors. ace Pee dts 

This criticism must not be taken as indicating that we 
fail to appreciate all that the industry has done to make 
good the ravages of the war years. For something like 
seven years there was no intake of apprentices to the 


‘ industry. Many building a workers had found their 
jo 


way into under-cover and had no intention of 
returning to building. Drastic ~ th 
necessary to replace skilled person: .. The Ministry of 
Works found time to conduct an inquiry into the man- 
power needs of the industry, and the Building Ap- 

renticeship and Training Council, which has operated 
first under the chairmanship of Sir Malcolm Trustram 
Eve and later under Sir George Gater, is the result. 
Further, the industry has itself devised a-scheme under 
which apprentices are articled not merely to an 
individual employer but to the industry as a le. The 
scheme varies in detail as between one area and another, 
but the principle is common to the whole country. One 
would imagine that practically the whole of the 50,000 
boys who have come into the industry since the war will 
ihave the benefits of this scheme and will therefore be 
relatively unconcerned as to whether their own individual 
employer goes bankrupt or not: they will feel that their 
future training is assured. x ; ; 

The discussion in Parliament raises considerable doubt 
as to whether this assurance is well founded. The fear 
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that Mr. Marples expressed was that the cuts in capital 
expenditure on building would so reduce the amount of 
work in hand that building trades employers would be 
unable to continue to employ boys who have already 
received one or two years’ training and would certainly 
refrain from indenturing the current year’s normal 
quota. The principal suggestion which he made to 
overcome this difficulty was that help should be given 
to the contractors so that apprentices who are. under 
normal indentures should not be lost through lack of 
work. Looking through building industry spectacles this 
would be a commonsense thing to do. The industry has 
had a very lean seven years; it has a programme of 
work which will keep it intensively busy for a genera- 
tion. Let us get on with the job and apprenticeship will 
more or less look after itself! But unfortunately we 
must discard the building industry spectacles which may 
tend to be rose-tinted and put on the smoke-coloured 

ince-nez of austerity. Having done so, if we are to 

eep faith with present apprentices and undertake to 
train sufficient craftsmen for the next decade, we must 
find ways and means of training which are somewhat 
different from the normal. These ways and means are 
available in the Apprentice Master Scheme to which Mr. 
Marples also referred and to which the Minister in his 
reply paid generous tribute. 

The custom of the trade is to have one apprentice for 
every four craftsmen; experience has proved not only 
that this number is necessary to maintain the skilled 
ranks but that a boy receives the best training when he 
can acquire or copy the practices of several adults each 
possessing different skills and aptitudes. Of course it is 
not every contractor or every building site that offers 
facilities for training youths; some of the larger war 
works, for instance, where men had to be brought great 
distances or lodged away from home, were not ideal 
for boys who had just left their mothers’ apron strings. 
It has often been said in the past—with what degree of 
truth we shall not hazard an opinion—that the middle- 
sized firm trained for the industry and the provinces for 
London. Realising that the 1: 4 ratio, because of the 
fact that it could not be honoured in all circumstances, 









would not supply the required number of apprentices 
in the immediate post-war years, what is known as the 
General Apprentice Master Scheme was formulated by 
the Building Apprenticeship and Training Council. The 
principle of this scheme is that a group of apprentices 
erect suitable buildings, mainly houses, for local 
authorities under the guidance of craftsmen-instructors 
employed by an apprentice master nominated by a Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee of the industry. The cost 
in excess of a normal cost agreed between the Ministry 
of Works and the local authority is paid by the Ministry. 
According to the Minister’s reply, 200 such schemes are 
now going forward, 43 have been completed and 31 are 
being extended. Further additional schemes up to 50 
in number will be sanctioned when they are submitted. 

When the project was first commenced at Bourne- 
mouth in April, 1945, the then Chairman of the Council 
defined the conditions necessary to success as (i) an 
interested and keen local Joint Apprenticeship Com- 
mittee; (ii) a willing and co-operative local authority; 
(iii) a skilled and understanding apprentice master and 
craftsmen-instructors; and (iv) a body of apprentices 
of the right sort who wished to learn their crafts in the 
best practical way. In practice one instructor under 
this scheme has anything from six to nine boys under 
tuition. His relationship to the boys is therefore more 
that of a teacher than a fellow workman, and the success 
of the scheme will largely depend upon his fitness for 
this work. Mr. F. E. Drury, reporting to the Council 
in 1946, said: “We have found that the time given to 
the work by apprentice masters clearly varies as greatly 
as their real interest in this training scheme and their 
suitability for it. While, however, there are a few 
extremes of excellent and poor, the general standard 
is good, and in the main the industry is very well served 
in this matter.” 

Without doubt there is a place in the industry for the 
Apprentice Master Scheme, but it can never take the 
place of normal apprenticeship; and to undertake its 
obligations in regard to this important matter the 
industry deserves an assurance of adequate and con- 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


L.C.C. and Private Architects. 

THE employment of private architects 
to provide civic restaurants has_ been 
under consideration by the Supplies Com- 
mittee of the London County Council, 
which has decided, as an experiment, to 
employ architects in private practice to 
supplement the staff resources of the 
architect’s department in connection with 
the provision of civic restaurants, The 
committee has been given authority to 
select architects in private practice to be 
employed, and to settle the detailed 
arrangements. om! 

About 80 new civic rest@urants will be 
required to replace existing temporary 
accommodation, and the replacement of 
restaurants in schools during 1948 will 
alone present a formidable problem and 
make considerable demands on the re- 
sources of the departments involved. It 
appears probable that the full replace- 
ment programme can only be met by the 
erection of new premises, either perma- 
nent or temporary. 

A letter from the President of the 
R.L.B.A. on the subject of the employ- 
ment of private architects on local 
authority work appears in our Corre- 
spondence columns (page 257). 


Cuts in Capital Expenditure. 

_ THE effect on the architectural profes- 
sion of cuts in capital expenditure was the 
subject of a recent meeting between Sir 
Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., President of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, and 
Alderman C. W. Key, M.P., Minister of 
Works. A report of the points raised and 
the answers given at the meeting is on 
page 247 of this issue. 


St. Stephen’s, Walbrook. 

IT is good to see the scaffolding around 
the tower of St. Stephen's, Walbrook, for 
it means that at last this fine example of 
Christopher Wren’s work will soon be re- 
paired and taking its place, once more, 
among the architectural masterpieces of 
London. The history of the church goes 
back to the eleventh century when St. 
Stephen-super-Walbrook was built on the 
west side of the stream. It was rebuilt in 
1429-39 on the east side of the Walbrook. 
This second version was destroyed during 
the Great Fire of London, in 1666. Wren 
rebuilt it in 1672-9. To many, with the 
exception of St. Paul’s Cathedral, it re- 
mains his masterpiece. Lord Burlington, 
while in Italy, saw a church he much ad-. 
mired, and was told it was a fair copy of 
St. Stephen’s, Walbrook; on his return to 
London, he quickly went to St. Stephen’s 
and is said to have viewed it by candle- 
light and expressed amazement that he 
should have missed such a masterpiece in 
his own city. é 


Illuminations at Somerset House. 

A REFRESHING TOUCH to a tired London 
has appeared in the last week by the illu- 
mination of the entrance arcade to Somer- 
Set House, in the Strand. This particular 
Portico and arcade of the eighteenth 
century is among the best of its type in 
England, and for the first time the beauty 
of its scale and detail is enhanced by the 
introduction of concealed lighting. In 
these days of fuel economy this admir- 

able gesture may possibly meet with 

criticism from some quarters, but the 
lamentable waste in other fields would 
Mgke nonsense of it. 


Centenary Number. 

THe Architectural Association is to be 

congratulated on the January issue of its 
Journal.” Fifty-six pages give a com- 

Prehensive account of be Association's 

centenary celebrations held in December, 
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and over 40 illustrations provide a pic- 
torial record of the reception of delegates 
from overseas, the centenary exhibition 
and the President’s reception, held at the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 

A foreword states: “The record is as 
full as restrictions of space and paper will 
permit ... it cannot hope to convey more 
than a suggestion of the lively spirit by 
which our celebrations were animated.” 
However this may be, this January issue 
of the “Journal” sets an excellent stan- 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, March 1. 

Tue Society oF ENGiNEERS.—** Oil Burning 
Pressure Jet Installations,” by: Mr. D. C. 
Lynn, M.S.E., M.Inst.F., and “ Industrial 
Oil Burners,” by Mr. G. M. Davies, M.Inst., 
Pet., A.Inst.F. Geological Society, Burling- 
ton House, W. 5.30 p.m. 


Tuesday, March 2, 

R.I.B.A. AND ARCHITECTURE GROUP OF 
THE SOCIETY FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH 
THE U.S.S.R.—Exhibition of Architecture of 
U.S.S.R. epee by H.E. The Soviet 
Ambassador. . Portland-place, W.1. 
3.30 p.m. Continuing until March 20. (Week- 
days, 11-7 ; Saturdays, 11-5.) 

HE INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.— 
“First Stages in the Construction of the 
Jan Smuts Airfield, Johannesburg,” by Mr. 
W. R. Greathead, O.B.E., B.Sc., and Mr. 
R. D. Hawkins, B.Sc. (Eng.), M.ILC.E. 
Great George-street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

THe Newcomen Society.—* The Industrial 
Revolution in Art, 1760-1851." Exhibition 
arranged by Dr. F. D. Klingender, Heal’s 
Mansard Gallery, 196, Tottenham Court-road, 





W.1. 3 p.m. 
THe Housinc CeEntre.—‘ Town = and 
Country Planning Act, 1947,” by Mr. 


Ambrose Appelbe, M.A., LL.B. 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 3. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIA- 
TION.—* Compensation and Development 
Charges,” by Mr. W. A. Wogd. 28, King- 
street, W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION.— 
Central No. 2 area meeting. Speaker, Mr. 
G. H. A. Hughes, director of L.M.B.A., 
Horse Shoe Hotel, Tottenham Court-road, 
W.1. 12.30 p.m. ; 

Thursday, March 4. 

THe CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS’ AND ESTATE 
AGENTS’ INstITUTE.—“ The Trend of Values 
of Real Estate in the Past Decade, and a 
Forecast,” by Mr. J. A. Hinks, B.Sc., 
F.R.LC.S. 29, Lincoin’s Inn Fields, W.C.2. 


6 p.m. 
Saturday, March 6. 

Tue Royat Sanrrary’ Instirute.—** The 
Hospital Services of South Wales,”’ by Mr. A. 
Trevor Jones, M.D., M.R.C.P., and “ The 
Duties of a Health Visitor in the Present and 
Future Health Services,” by Miss B. Hoare, 
S.R.N., S.C.M., and Miss T. M. Inns., 
$.R.N., S.C.M., Modern Secondary School, 
Stow-hill, Newport. 10 a.m. 
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dard at the commencement of the Asso- 
ciation’s second century. 
AN ee f peri ig 97 by 
exhibition o mem- 
bers of the Architect Association is 
now on view at 36, Bedford-square, 
W.C.1, and will remain open on week- 


days from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., until 


Sculptures on Waterloo Bridge. : 
THE London County Council is advised 
by its Town Planning Committee 
that, in view of existing conditions and 
of the report of the assessors a 
to examine designs submitted for four 
fone rome stone on the masonry 
blocks of Waterloo Bridge, Com- 
mittee have decided to take no further 
action for the time being in this matter, 
but,to give it further consideration in due 
course. The sculptures were to be by 
Mr. Charles Wheeler, R.A., and a model 
of one was illustrated in The Builder for 
November 8, 1946. 


Stevenage Appointments. 
Mr. PETER SHEPHEARD,  B.Arch., 
A.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.L, has been ap- 


pointed deputy to Mr. Clifford Holliday, 
the Chief Architect and Planner of the 
New Town at Stevenage. Other appoint- 
ments in the architect’s department are: 
Mrs. Rosemary Stjer t, A.R.LB.A., 
Mr. A. K. Adam, A.D.A.D., D.LU-P. 
(Paris), Mr. Leonard Manasseh, 
A.R.LB.A., A.A. Dip., and Mr. Oliver 
C. F. Carey, A.R.1LB.A. 


Professional Announcements, 

Mr. P. Leonarp Jounson, F.R.LCS., 
chartered quantity surveyor, announces 
that he has chan his address to 36, St. 
James-street, W.C.1. 

Messrs. A. L. CURRIE BROWN, 
chartered quantity surveyors, of 32, 
Clarendon-road, Watford, and 134, Hol- 
land-street, Glasgow, have opened an 
office at 64, Victoria-street, London, 
S.W., and would be glad to receive trade 
catalogues, etc. 

The quantity-surveying practice of the 
late Mr. W. S. Cuappte, F.LA.S., has been 
merged with that of Mr. H. C. LISSENDEN, 
A.R.LCS., F.LAS., his previous chief 
managing assistant, in partnership with 
the executrix, Mrs. H. W. Chapple. By 
mutual agreement, sole control anc direc- 
tion of the professional activities of the 
London, Birmingham, Cardiff, Swansea 
and Jersey offices is vested in Mr. Lissen- 
den, thus ensuring uninterrupted con- 
tinuity of all work. The combined 
practices will continue to operate undef 
the title of Messrs. Wallace Chapple and 
Partners, Grafton House. 12 and 13, 
Grafton-street, London, W.1. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, February 26, 1848. 

AMENDING TENDERS?—A short time 
since we published the tenders delivered 
to the assignees of Mr. Burton for the 
completion of Portsea Barracks, which 
showed that the lowest was considerably 
under the next lowest amount. Since * 
then. an error having been discovered by 
the contractors, the assignees have per- 
mitted an addition of about 1,200/. to be 
made to the sum named, which has justly 
excited much disapprobation. On prin- 
ciple, such a course, as we have before 
had occasion to say. ought to be most 
strongly objected to, being open to the 
greatest abuses. 

Sewinc Macuine.—A_ French _ firm 
have patented a machine Which will sew, 
stitch and make —- with the same 
movement. It is sai t it will entirely 
supersede hand-sewing! 
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OXFORD REPLANNED 


MR. THOMAS SHARP’S SCHEME 


T° appreciate the attitude taken by 

Mr. Thomas Sharp in these studies 
on the future of Oxford,* we may start 
with an extract from his preparatory 
note, “I know very well that some of 
the suggesticns I make will rouse bitter 
Opposition in some quarters. But, what- 
ever one may suggest, that is unavoidable 
in a city where there are so many strong 
and opposing interests. If I had allowed 
my mind to dwell on them, both the re- 
sponsibility of advancing proposals which 
will, perhaps, leave their mark for good 
or ill on this old and famous city, and 
the powerful nature of the possible oppo- 
sition to them, might well have so in- 
timidated me that it might have seemed 
better to play for safety. But-—-with a 
full sense of the responsibility that has 
been placed on me, I have suggested 
whatever measures seemed to me to be 
necessary, without regard to the power of 
those who may be affected by them.” 
And again: “I have not, of course, been 
able in this report to deal with all the 
thousand-and-one things that need to be 
done to make Oxford a better city. That 
would have been too great a task. In 
the main, the plan which I submit is an 
outline plan only. While I have thought 
it necessary to deal with certain matters 
in some detail, especially matters affect- 
ing the historical city, many affecting the 
middle and outer city I have dealt with 
only in very broad terms, and many I 
have not dealt with at all.” 


There is no doubt that Mr. Sharp is 
exceptionally well equipped as regards 
many aspects of the problems of the 
future of Oxford. He is very intimately 
acquainted with, and sympathetic towards, 
the highly specialised architectural 
character of the city, and has applied the 
principles laid down by Camillo Sitté, 
‘which are peculiarly applicable in this 
case. Indeed, he has gone even further 
in the expansion of these from questions 
of the medieval methods that develop 
pleasing subtleties in massing and group- 
ing to include those of the materials em- 
ployed, texture and colour. Many of the 
views are chosen to illustrate these points 
and emphasise the charm of Oxford, aris- 
ing sometimes by accident and at others 
by conscious artistry. This is ‘mainly 
centred in the University area, the Oxford 
of the eighteenth century, but has in- 
fluenced other districts outside this. 


* Mr. Sharp finds these qualities not so 
much in the internal and more dignified 
and regular quadrangles of the colleges 
as in the “backs” of these where they 
abut on bending and twisting narrow 
lanes, with their varied skylines and unex- 
pected glimpses of the towers and spires 
as one passes through them. He analyses 
the reasons for their picturesque — 
and contrasts it with the dull and 
unimaginative efforts of later develop- 
ments before passing on to the more 
standardised studies needed by the town 

lanner. 

Before Oxford became one of the 
principal centres for international culture 
and education, its position had already 
defined it as a dominant one for the agri- 
cultural and other rural activities of the 
upper Thames basin between the Chiltern 
and Cotswold ranges of hills; thus came 
into being the dual functions typified by 
the terms “town” and “gown,” with a 
varying measure of conflict between the 
two interests. Both, however, have played 
a part in intensifying the traffic on the 


* Published for the Oxford City Council by 
the Architectural Press, London, 1948. 15s. 











THE BUILDER 





February 27 1948 


The Village of Wytham. 


two main routes crossing the town from 
south to north and east to west, though 
this only reached its present acute degree 
of congestion after the development of 
mechanical road transport accentuated by 
the establishment of the large industrial 
centre at Cowley. 

A limited measure of relief has been 
afforded by the construction of the 
northern by-pass, and somewhat more 
would be done by the completion of the 
intended southern one, but it is clear 
that neither of these would give adequate 
relief to the central streets and the 
crossing at Carfax. For a number of 
years it has been obvious that this can 
only be done by means of a relief road 
south of High-stieet, and it looks as if 
the position of such a road is the basic 
factor in determining the lines of any 
scheme for reconstruction. A plan repro- 
duced on page 246 shows, 1, 2 and 3, 
alternatives for the relief of the central 
route’ with 4 and 5 as possible lines for 
a by-pass from Cowley. Mr. Sharp's 
selection of 1, a route he describes as 
Merton Mall, is surprising from one so 
passionately devoted to the amenities of 
Oxford. A main traffic route here would 
destroy one of the best features of the 
city, cutting off Christ Church and Mer- 
ton from the park-like meadows that they 
at present open on to. Three is preferable 
to two in one wing clear of these and is on 
a line somewhat similar to that proposed 
in our issue of July 24, 1942; but, as 
then pointed out, the crux of the problem 
is the position of the main railway sta- 
tion. As this is to be reconstructed, the 
strongest possible bid should be made to 
have it removed to near the point marked 
A on the plan. This position would not 
be at a greater average distance from the 
occupied area of the city than the present 
one, and the new approaches would re- 
move most of its traffic from the central 
streets, at present largely responsible for 
their congestion. 

Another main feature of the report is 
that of the problem introduced by the 
industrial developments at Cowley at pre- 
sent employing over 9,000 workers, with 
a likely future expansion to 16,000. This 
has introduced a third factor into the 
city’s organism, and one even more in 
conflict wit): its other activities than that 
between “town” and “ gown.” The pos- 
sible establishment of what amounts to 
an industrial town of some 50,000 in- 

habitants adjoining Oxford is regarded 


as so detrimental to its character that it 
is advised that serious consideration 
should be given to the practicability of 
removing the Cowley undertakings in 
their entirety to another part of the 
country, substituting other industries to 
utilise existing premises, but not involv- 
ing expansion. Under present economic 
conditions this course may be regarded 
as a dubicus remedy, and a_ possible 
alternative has already been indicated in 
our columns (August 16, 1946), viz., to 
reserve a n belt between St. Clements 
and Headington on the N.W. and Cowley 
on the S.E., organising the latter as a 
separate town with its own railway ser- 
vice via Princes Risborough (with this 
line doubled), giving a relief route, 
shorter than the present one, to London. 


The replanning of the western part of 
the city, which is obviously needed, dis- 
plays many interesting features, and if 
the railway station remains in its present 
postion may fairly be regarded as the 

st that could be offered, but in its ie- 
tails it depends basically on this assump- 
tion and on the adoption of the “ Merton 
Mall.” For the reasons already given, 
both of these features in the scheme are, 
however, open to the most emphatic criti- 
cism. 

The strong points in the report consist 
in the careful and detailed study given 
to the character and features of the older 
Oxford and the need it urges that nothing 
should be done that might destroy the 
traditional beauties of the University 
city. This care and appreciation extends 
to the little villages around Oxford, par- 
ticular note being taken of those in danger 
of being swamped by building expansion. 
The numerous illustrations include views 
of Oxford in the past, many well-chosen 
ones in the heart of the city and typical 
examples of village groups at Marston, 
Wytham and Binsey. Views of slum 
areas, misplaced buildings and ne 
places are also included, particular atten- 
tion being —_ to those along the river 
banks which are far from receiving the 
attention due to such an important ele- 
ment in the surroundings of Oxford. At 
a number of points, and more es; 
in the neighbcurhood of the gas works, 
this would be discreditable to any town. 
let alone one demanding the care and 
attention of a place which should be an 
example of order and dignity. 


H. V. LANCHESTER. 
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CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 
CUTS 


R.1.B.A. PRESIDENT MEETS 
MINISTER OF WORKS 


Tue President of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, Sir Lancelot Keay. 
and the Secretary, Mr. C. D. Spragg, fol- 
lowing earlier correspondence and 
discussions, met the Minister of Works. 
Mr. Key, recently to discuss certain 
matters affecting the architectural pro- 
fession in the light of the cuts in capital 
expenditure. The Minister was accom- 

nied by officials of the Government 

rtments principally concerned. 

Sir Lancelot Keay said that he was 
not there to question the Government's 
decision that there must be a cut in 
capital expenditure. His mission was to 
suggest that the opportunity should now 
be taken of preparing plans for future 
building when circumstances were more 
favourable, .so as to avoid the kind of 
failures that resulted from lack of pre- 
paration in the period between the two 
wars. He thought that a number of 
public authorities and private owners 
were under the mistaken belief that they 
must in present circumstances discon- 
tinue their planning work, and he urged 
that the Government should make a 
pronouncement to clarify the position. 
He suggested that rather than increase 
their present staffs, Government Depart- 
ments and local authorities should be 
asked to give as much work as possible 
to architects in private practice. 

The Minister of Works and the repre- 
sentatives of the other Government De- 
artments expressed sympathy with Sir 

ncelot’s representations. The Minister 
said that he was concerned that when an 
extension of building activity would be- 
come possible, operations should not be 
rejudiced by lack of planning and pre- 
iminary work, and that this was a point . 
upon which he was -in communication 
with the Chancellor, to whom he would 
report the results of the interview. Care- 
ful consideration would be given to the 
question whether the Government could 
make some pronouncement. 

In the course of the discussion a ques- 
tion was asked whether the War Dam- 
age Commission could make some pay- 
ment in respect of the preparation of 
plans at the stage when plans are 
approved and not only, as at present, 
after the execution of the work, eéspeci- 
ally in view of the fact that the execu- 
tion of work has often to be postponed. 
The representative of the War Damage 
Commission pointed out, however, that 
under the terms of the War Damage Act 
the Commission could not make any 
payment until the cost. of works pay- 
ment was made. 


New Town Appointment. 


Mr. A. W. Tuomas, M.LMun.E., 
M.Inst.E.E., surveyor to Huyton-with- 
Roby U.D.C., has been appointed by the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
to the post of general manager of the 
new town which is proposed for Aycliffe. 
The appointment carries with it a salary 
of £1,500, rising to £1,800. 


New Town Advisory Committee. 

The Minister of Town and Country 
Planning, Mr. Lewis Silkin, M.P., has 
appointed the following committee to ad- 
vise him on his proposal to establish a 
new town at Welwyn and Hatfield, Hert- 
fordshire: Mr. R. G. Se (chairman): 
Mr. D. H. Daines, Mr. P. E. Longmore. 
C.B.E., Mr. G. R. Lowe, Mr. J. H. Mac- 
donnell, Mrs L’Estrange Malone, Mr. 
G. R. Matthews and Mr. C. G. Maynard. 
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ARCHITECTURE OF 
THE U.S.S.R. 


The Exhibition of Architecture of 
the U.S.S.R., from which our illustra- 
tions are taken, will be opened at the 
R.1.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1, by 
the Soviet Ambassador at 3.30 p.m., 
on Tuesday next, March 2. The ex- 
hibition has been brought to this 
country by the Society for Cultural 
Relations with the U.S.S.R., and will 
be open to the general public until 
March 20. Weekdays, 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m.; Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
There follows a survey of Russian 
architecture . 


By E. G. ADAMS, A.R.LB.A. 


FROM those early days in the 10th 
century when Prince Vladimir of 
Kiev ordered the adoption of the Greek 
Orthodox faith by his subjects, the story 
of Russian architecture has been the 
moulding of foreign influences into a 
characteristic and national art. The 
Orthodox emg ome nd port vont from 
Constantinople in the south and in con- 5 
sequence it was the domed, centrally Fig. 2.—Leather Institete, Moscow. 


planned Byzantine prototype that domi- 
nated the new Russian churches. The on the waterway trade route from the Byzantine simplicity of expression. The 


great and fabulous cities of Kiev, Baltic to the Black Sea, and their split betwcen the eastern Orthodox and 


Smolensk and Novgorod had sprung up cathedrals have an almost purely the western Catholic churches in the 
11th century considerably helped the de- 


velopment of Russian isolation from 
western Europe. As time passed, so the 
Russian spirit made itself manifest archi- 
tecturally in the love of height and size, 
of brilliant colour and intricate orna- 
mént, and by incorporating traditions 
other than the Byzantine, such as the 
bulbous domes, doubtfully of Tartar 
origin, and the “ tent” towers which had 
evolved from the timber construction of 
the north 

The rise of Moscow and the repudia- 
tion of Tartar rule under Ivan III gave 
an opportunity for intense building 
activity, but the native talent had become 
so enfeebled that Ivan imported archi- 
tects from Italy, probably on the advice 
of his wife, who had been educated in 
Rome. The interior of the Granovitaya 
Palace (see Fig. 1) reveals a curious 
blend of Florentine formality with the 
exotic shapes and frescoed vaults of Mus- 
covy. Perhaps the most famous of the 
16th-century Moscow churches is St. 
Basil the Blessed in the Red Square, 
built by command of Ivan the Terrible. 
Its confusion of shapes and profusion of 
ornament are more an exaggeration of 
the national style than typica otal it. How- 
ever, the tendency was certainly in the 
direction of increasing complexity, and 
features which derived from the northern 
wooden architecture lost their construc- 
tional value and degenerated into mere 
ornament enriched with Russianised 
classical detail. 


Influence of Catholic Baroque. 


Meanwhile, Little Russia (or the 
Ukraine), which had an indigenous tim- 
ber architecture of its own, was becom- 
ing permeated with western Catholic 
Baroque from Poland, and the annexa- 
tion of the Ukraine by Muscovy in the 
mid-17th century brought both these 
influences to bear on the architecture of 
Moscow. The single-domed plan and 
the multi-storey octagonal belfry com- 
bined with classical balustrades, cornices 
and window-heads to ne to the 
sources of the Moscow Barog 

Unlike western Europe, Russia had no 
Renaissance, neither in the arts nor in 
social ideas. In the early 18th century, 
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Fig. 3.—The Underground Station “ Electroworks,” completed during the late war. 


the enthusiasm of that amazing autocrat 
Peter the Great for western manners, in- 
cluding architecture, cut dramatically 
across a gaining isolationism furthered by 
the Church.  Peter’s introduction of 
foreign architects to build the monu- 
mental St. Petersburg inaugurated the 
classical period which lasted until the 
19th-century revivals. The Russian 
classical art, the Empire Style as it is 
called, borrowed freely from French, 
Solian, and English vocabularies. The 
tter is represented by the work of the 
celebrated Charles Cameron, whose 
Felice for Catherine the Great at 
Aylovsk resembles a vast, sprawling 
dam country mansion, with its rich in- 


teriors invigorated by the Russian air. 
The Admiralty at St. Petersburg, de- 
signed by Sakharov in 1820, is a late 
classical building, and one of the most 
impressive. Its overwhelming facade of 
immense: length culminates in the centre 
with a spired cupola over a massive arch- 
way. e 19th century in Russia was as 
absorbed in reviving the historic styles 
as our own Victorian era, in an appal- 
lingly over-orn: mented eclecticism ter- 
minating ‘in the “ Art Nouveau” move- 


ment. 
The Effect of the Revolution. 


This was the stage reached when the 
events of the Great War and the Revolu- 


tion in 1917 altered the picture so 
violently. After the Revolution there 
was a ferment of architectural ideas re- 
flecting the general restlessness, and this 
— into several conflicting 
schools of thought. One took the “con- 
structivist” view, which produced such 
unrealistic projects as Tatlin’s scheme 
for a Moscow Communist International 
in which glass conference rooms could 
be rotated within a spiral steel tower. 
The “formalist” school was obsessed 
with the ex m of socialist ideas by 
a symbolical architecture, and the Mos- 
cow Palace of Labour was designed by 
Golosov with a roof in the shape of a 
huge cogwheel. Another group followed 
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the creed of absolute functionalism and 
its temporarily successful reception by 
the Soviet government led many of the 
progressive architects of western Europe 
to look to the Soviet Union as an out- 
standing example of architectural en- 
lightenment. The Russian functionalism 
did not display the brilliance of the ad- 
vanced architects like Le Corbusier and 
Gropius. Rather it was a coarse parody 
of their ideals, made worse by its execu- 
tion in unrelieved grey concrete. 

About 1930-32, the Soviet government's 
attitude changed radically. It had found 
that the proletariat, the satisfaction of 
whose tastes was regarded as paramount 
in Marxist philosophy, had formed a 


Fig. 5—The Moscow-Volga Canal. 
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Fig. 4.—The Middle School Building in the “ Dangauerovski ” workmen's settlement. 


dislike for the “New Architecture.” 
Their distaste is hardly surprising, for 
functionalism had developed from a 
smal! intellectual class, apart from the 
fact that many of its fruits in the U.S.S.R. 
were marred by a lack of that precision 
and technical skill demanded by function- 
alism. 

The architecture now required by the 
Soviet looks back to the Russian classical 
styles to a varying degree. Alabyan, 
secretary to the Union of Soviet Archi- 
tects, has said that the cardinal function 
of Soviet architecture is to serve the in- 
terests of the toiling masses. It seems 
that the masses hungered after the opu- 
lence which previously had been so far 


River-Station “ Khimkinsk.” 
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from their grasp. Though some cop- 
temporary buildings are in a full-blooded 
neo-classic style, others exhibit a syn- 
thesis between the traditional forms and 
modern needs. To western eyes, now 
turning from the reproduction of the 
past, these buildings rarely achieve any 
praiseworthy level. Political changes 
cannot kill national characteristics, and 
the Russian liking for the grand scale— 
seen, for example, in the colossal and re- 
pulsive House of Industry at Kharkov— 
and for external effect and vivid use of 
colour continues unabated within the 
U.S.S.R. . 


The Leather Institute (see Fig. 2) and 
the Academy of Planning (see Fig. 7) at 
Moscow are both simple and effective 
buildings in spite of a certain ponder- 
ous quality. The Middle School Build- 
ing in the “ Dangauerovski” workmen's 
settlement (see Fig. 4) has a classical 
feeling, but the detail seems angular and 
crude and, from the photograph, the 
finish poor. Absence of a finish at all 
comparable with ours is common in the 
U.S.S.R., and it is the outcome of a lack 
of building craftsmanship—a relic of the 
Tsarist order—coupled with speed of 
erection. The frequently used stucco 
helps to conceal irregular brickwork, but 
on occasions of special urgency even this 
is omitted, the view being that it is better 
to get a building, such as a school, into 
valuable use than bother at the moment 


‘about its untidy appearance. Increasing 


mechanisation and more opportunity for 
training building workers should lead to 
improvements in technique. : 

The monumental dignity of the classi- 
cal colonnade is echoed in the imposing 
facade of the Lenin library (a view of 
which appeared in The Builder for Febru- 
ary 13), though there is no rigid classi 
cism. The rhythm of the piers 5 
emphasised ‘and enlivened by _ the 
statuary above the cornice andthe 
proportions are very satisfying. The 
walling consists of some kind of facing 
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slab. of the sort much employed in the 
USS.R., either of natural stone or of 
synthetic material and made to standard 
sizes. The improvement of transport 
facilities has rendered it easy to convey 
the fine building stones of the Caucasus 
and the Urais to districts like Moscow 
which formerly relied on local brick 
and timber. Local materials are still 
extensively used, and it is the Soviet 
policy to encourage the autonomous Re- 
publics to foster their regional arts. 
There is a very intensive research into 
building materials in the U.SS.R., not 
only at the-central_ government institutes 
but also in many of the Republics, and 
experiments are carried out into new 
forms of materials. Extremes of tem- 
perature are another difficulty in the 
US.S.R., and though building construc- 
tion is adapted to them, severe weather 
is not allowed to interfere with work. 
Concrete is poured in specially heated 
enclosures, whilst plaster is prefabri- 
cated into slabs for use in winter. 


Architectural Bureaux. 

There is, of course, no private practice 
in the U.S.S.R. The architectural pro- 
fession is organised into bureaux, each 
with its team of specialists. In the 
early years of the Soviet Union, archi- 
tects were said to be too much tied to 
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Fig. 6.—Odessa. House 


the drawing board, often not seeing the 
buildings erected from their designs, but 
from latest reports this has been reme- 
died even to the extent of the architect 
actively participating in the work of re- 
construction. The indescribable over- 
crowding after the Revolution has led 


Fig. 7.—Moscow Academy of Planning. 


of Rest for militiamen. 


quite naturally to an emphasis on hous 
ing, mostly in the form of four- or five- 
storey blocks with apartments of a high 
standard of planning, if not of construc- 
tion. At the same time: the housing es- 
tates include kindergartens, créches,. 
schools, shops, laundries, workshops. 
clubs and theatres. For rapidity of 
erection after the havoc of the’ war, 
single- or two-apartment houses are 
being constructed by private effort sub- 
sidised by the government. The archi- 
tect has also been busy with the other 
buildings required by the Soviet’s con- 
cern for the workers’ welfare, like the 
rest homes (see Fig.”6) for those who are 
not seriously ill but need rest with medi- 
cal attention, and the sanatoria amidst 
the curative springs and mild climate of 
the Crimea. 


In the U.S.S.R., architecture and town- 
planning are much more closely linked 
than they are here. As the government 
has control over all planning and design 
there, no conflict of interests is permitted, 
and every detail can be organised to fit 
into the overall scheme. The town plan- 
ning projects of the U.S.S.R. must be 
seen against the background of the im- 
mense industrial and agricultural revo- 
lution that is taking place and was 
accelerated by the war. The exploitation 
of mineral wealth not even discovered 
under the Tsarist regime, the opening-up 
of the vast territories by a network of 
transport, the bwilding of power 
stations and hydro-electric plants, like 
the great dam at Dnieperstroi, have all 
raised planning problems, including the 
movement of population and the design 
of new towns and the extending of old 
ones, Following Lenin’s theory, the ulti- 
mate Soviet intention would seem to be 
a unification of industry and agriculture 
and the disappearance of the urban 
centres, but the magnetic attraction of 
cities like Moscow as focal points of 
culture and entertainment dispels any pos- 
sibility of this being an immediate aim. 

The replanning of Moscow itself has 
roused interest everywhere, and includes 
the Moscow-Volga canal with its build- 
ings (see Fig. 5) and the Metro or under- 
ground railway begun in 1935 and 
scheduled to be completed during the 
war. The Metro has to deal with huge 
numbers of people in a constant “ rush- 
hour” and its stations (see Fig. 3) have 
spacious halls running between the plat- 
forms, lined with marble or tiling, and 
some decorated with sculpture. 

The terrific destruction wrought by the 
German invaders has added to the tasks 
facing the Soviet planners. Kiev, Nov- 
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gorod and Leningrad and many other 
cities have been severely damaged and 


many of their magnificent buildings re- 


duced to ruins. From the information 
published in this country, the Soviet 
architects are particularly anxious to 
reserve or restore the architectural 
andmarks, inflecting town plans to 
acknowledge their importance. This is 
a welcome reversal of the early post- 
Revolution -indifference to the demoli- 
tion of ancient monuments if they lay in 
the path of some planning improvement. 
The new town-planning schemes, in 
sympathy with the current architecture, 
incline towards the formal and classical. 
This excessive and, to some minds, 
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sterile, classical revival is not a sign of 
architectural stagnation in the U.S.S.R. 
The Soviet architects are themselves well 
aware of the insufficiency of the present 
level of their architecture and no less 
aware of foreign criticism. Within the 
€ommunist framework open discussion 
and argument on artistic matters are 
essential to the Soviet mind, and there is 
every hope that from this and a rising 
standard of esthetic appreciation 
a the people, Soviet architecture 
will flower into something both organic 
in its expression of the Soviet way of 
life and infused with the spirit of the 
national heritage of which they are justly 
proud. 


COMPETITION FOR MISSING NAVAL PERSONNEL 
MEMORIAL, LIVERPOOL, FOR I.W.G.C. 


THE AWARD 


THE assessor, Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A.., 
F.R.L.B.A., in the competition for the 
proposed Memorial at Liverpool to the 
Missing of the Naval Auxiliary Personnel 
has announced his award as follows :— 

First (63), £100: Stanley H. Smith, 
A.R.1.B.A., 8, Stone Hall-road, Winch- 
more Hill, N.21, and Charles Blythin, 
F.R.1.B.A., 16, Northumberland-avenue, 


, W.C.2. : 
oe £60: C. D._ Ostick, 


SECOND (4), 
A.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.L, c/o Northern 
Donegall- 


Ireland Housing Trust, 5, 
square South, Belfast. 
Tuirp (83), £30: H. St. John Harrison, 
F.R.LB.A., 1, Babmaes-street, S.W.1. 
COMMENDED: Wm. Logan, A.R.L.B.A. 
(1), 6, Ainslie-place, Edinburgh 3; R. E. E. 
Beswick, M.B.E., A.R.L.B.A. (66), 10, Vic- 
toria-road, Swindon, Wilts, F. H. Cross- 
ley, Dipl.Arch. (Liverpool), A.R.LB.A. 
(38), “ Netherby,” Avenue-road, Duffield, 
nr. Derby; Ainslie Threadgold, F.R.L.B.A. 
(20), Failga House, Dudiow-lane, Liver- 
poo! 18. é 
The winning designs and those com- 
mended will be on view to the public at 
32, Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1, on March 
1, 2 and 3, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Eighty-eight designs were submitted. 


ASSESSOR’S REPORT 


The competition has produced very 
many interesting schemes, serving to show 
that there is no lack of ideas in the archi- 
tectural profession, and from which I am 
happy to say I have been able to choose 
three satisfactory designs. _ 

It is, however, disappointing that a large 
number of the schemes have had to be 
ruled out on purely practical grounds. 
The necessity of recording the 1,200 
names has been the chief stumbling 
block. Many designs have had to be 
=xcluded because the name tablets are 
shown either too high (over, say, 8 ft.) 
or too low, and therefore difficult to read, 
and even, in some cases, open to defile- 

ent by dogs. : 
mt decid tare been evident that this 
Memorial must be not only worthy of its 
purpose but also of such a character as 
to be acceptable to the local authority. 
Many of the competitors have not taken 
sufficiently into account such questions as 
police supervision, obstruction on the 
public promenade, and the safety of 
children. The question of police super- 
vision should clearly have received con- 
sideration, for no local authority could 
agree to the many schemes which pro- 
posed high walls standing out in the 
public promenade, not only blocking the 
view, but difficult to supervise. 

Other designs have had to be ruled out 
owing to excessive cost, and among the 
comparatively few left in after these 
circumstances have been taken into ac- 


count, it is surprising how few competi- 
tors have used appropriate symbols, for 
it was clearly stated that “Royal Navy 
symbols apply.” Moreover, how signi- 
ficant, for instance, a ship might have 
been as a device. : 

Then a few competitors appeared to be 
unaware of the folly of sending in 
schemes for a permanent Memorial: de- 
signed in an ephemeral manner, or con- 
structed of materials which will not 
weather satisfactorily in the English 
climate. Both the character and the 
materials of the Memorial clearly should 
be such as will endure. 


Premiated, Designs. 

In Design No. 63 (First Premium) 
{Stanley H. Smith and Charles Blythin], I 
can assure you that you have a solution 
to the problem, which, though somewhat 
lacking in inspiration, is eminently prac- 
tical. The plan of the Memorial is good, 
the names will be worthily recorded, and 
the general silhouette, both from the 
land and from the river, will be satisfac- 
tory. The details are well thought out, 
they are appropriate and are of interest 
—in particular perhaps the “bronze 
books ” for the names and the mariner’s 
compass should be mentioned. 

There are, however, some things in the 
design which require further considera- 
tion. First, I suggest that the raised 
platform would be better rather lower, 
for the names could well start from a 
3 ft. height (shown 4 ft.). Secondly, the 
general inscription on the column could 
be in larger lettering. Thirdly, I ques- 
tion whether the lenses at the top of the 
column would ‘really prove of signifi- 
cance—a ship of elemental form might 
be considered instead of them. Fourthly, 
the railings on the river front should be 
closely spaced verticals (rather than 
widely spaced horizontals) for the pro- 
tection of children. 

With regard to the layout plan for the 
Public Garden submitted by Competitor 
No, 63, I find that he has been led away 
by impractical symbolism, for I cannot 
think that his anchor layout plan is con- 
vincing. In my opinion, it would neither 
form a good plan nor read effectively: 
therefore I am unable to recommend 
this plan for the Public Garden to the 
local authority. 

In Design No. 4 (Second Premium) 
[C. D. Ostick] you again have an emi- 
nently practical solution to the problem; 
in fact, its defect is that it perhaps stops 
short there, for there is little of the spirit 
in it. - However, again, the silhouette 
from both sides is satisfactory and all 
points are well worked out, being pre- 
sented on drawings which show know- 
ledge of, and a feeling for, materials. 
My criticisms are thaf though Competi- 
tor 4 has his two flags, he has not suffi- 
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ciently considered his general inscription 
nor its protection from the weather, and, 
with this somewhat prosaic form of in- 
scription, he might well have kept his 
central bronze tablet for some appro- 
priate symbol and more ample dedicatory 
inscription. The layout plan of the 
Public Garden submitted by No. 4 is 
worthy of consideration. 

In Design No. 83 (Third Premium) 
{H. St. John Harrison} you have an un- 
usual and interesting way of adequately 
dealing with the recording of the 1,200 
names by means of bronze tablets fixed 
at reading height on the splayed top of 
two wing walls. These wing walls, being 
low, have not the objections evident in 
the many designs with high wing walls, 
though even these low walls, standing 
out as they do on the promenade, do 
not make for such a satisfactory plan as 
either the first or second premiated 
plans. 

Design No. 83 has been carefully con- 
sidered from the river, almost to the 
detriment of its appearance from the 
land; the author states that his “ com- 
position faces the river,” but I think it is 
clear that the dedicatory inscription 
should have faced the passer-by on the 
land side, and there could have been a 
naval symbol on the river side. Gener- 
ally, the design is well and simply dealt 
with, though lacking a little in freshness, 
and the large-scale lettering, which is 
such a good and important feature, lacks 
the necessary subtlety in its spacing. 

The layout plan of the Public Garden 
of this Design No. 83 is well conceived: 
the awkwardly shaped site is cleverly 
treated, and the resulting garden is ap- 
propriate and has interest; therefore, | 
recommend this plan to the local autho- 
rity. 


Commended Designs. 


I would like to commend the following four 
designs, and, in view of the fact that the Com 
mission. to institute two further naval 
competitions of a similar character to this onr 
it seems advisable briefly to state why these 
particular designs are not higher on the list. 

Design No. 1 (commended) [Wm. Logan] has 
a very simple and satisfactory plan for the 
Memorial, though the steps around the 
“column of masonry” impede circulation, and 
this centre feature should have been brought 
forward and have been built up from the broad 
landward steps. Symbolism and’ inscriptions in 
this design have been carefully considered ana 
a nice knowledge of North Conntry stenework 
is shown, though the rough ru walling 
seems perhaps too much or the country for 
this city site and the existing near-by classical 
buildings. The chief defect. here is that the 
name-plates are too low. 

Design No. 66 (commended) [R. EB. E. Beo 
wik]} is most attractive in ite supreme sim 
plicity of plan and conception. It is di- 
appointing that this competitor did not £0 
further and tackle the practidal questions in- 
volved in his design, particularly with regard 
to the jointing of -his materials and construc- 
tion generally; also, that he did not think ovt 
his inscriptions or symbolism. His “ bronze 
books”’ are very good, but they are unneces 
sarily high; if the question of costs had been 
properly considered, financial reasons alone 
would have prevented th» mistake; moreové! 
No. 66 would not then have become involved 1 
rebuilding so much of the existing river wa!!. 

Design No, 38 (commended) [F. H. Crossley! 
consists neg 4 of a memorial arch built uP 
on the river wali. It is a satisfactory concep 
tion, but fails because the architectural detail 
need more study and the tops of the name 
— much too high (é.e., 14 ft. from tt 
ground !). : 

Vestgn No. 20 (commended) | Ainslie Threat. 
gold} shows on lively drawings a very spirit 
design, and it is most disappointing that oo 
work should go unrewarded, but here the mes 
wall, standing out on the promenade, is 
ously undesirable, and in this case the bo'tom 
of the name-plates are much too low (2-., dos 
height 1). aol 

Several sets of drawings submitted by re 
competitors attain a very high standard ® 
draaghtsmanship, notably No. 7, who has, — 
ix a most sincere contribution to the prove 
but this competitor has not kept fo the ins! bn 
tion, clearly given in answers to questions, © 
promenade is to be kept open.” 
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THE BUILDER 


TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND DESIGN 
THE PART THE ARCHITECT CAN PLAY 


‘HAT there was need for closer col- 
laboration between architects and 
scientists in technical research was the 
theme of a paper read by Mr. M. Hart- 
LAND THOMAS, M.A.,_ F.R.1LB.A., 
M.S.1.A., chairman of the Architectural 
Science Board, at a meeting of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, held on 
February 24. 

After some introductory remarks on a 
comparison of art and science, the 
speaker went on to instance some of the 
fields in which the knowledge of the 
trained architect could further contribute 
to problems of research. Fellowing is 
a summary of his remarks. 


It is a cemmonplace that architecture 
partakes of science as well as of art. It 
may provide a way for reconciliation. A 
beginning has already been made by 
combining together architects and 
scientists in research work, when this is 
related to human needs. Such partner- 
ships have been found to be particularly 
effective in the physical sciences, in the 
study of light, heat and sound. This is 
perhaps because the sense data related 
to these are at first hand, nearer to man 
than the data wanes the chemical 
sciences. When the architectural atti- 
tude seeks to combine with the scientific 
attitude in a team, the architect must 
make a great effort of study to under- 
stand the scientific background of his 
partners. In doing so he sharpens his 
own. powers of observation, he even 
sharpens his esthetic sensitivity, which 
can be done without losing his broader 
view. 


Perhaps because architecture is _pri- 
marily a visual art, these methods are 
first bearing fruit in problems related 
to light. Recent work upon the science 
of daylighting has shown considerable 
successes, resulting from such partner- 
ships as those described above. Previ- 
ously daylighting has been assessed by 
quantity, the use of the daylight factor. 
Now we are realising the importance of 
the quality of daylight, and considera- 
tions of brightness-contrast and avoid- 
ance of glare are being given scientific 
explanation. The effect of daylighting 
studies upon town planning is another 
(mportant feature of modern work, but 
it Is significant that the artistic idea of 
the open town plan, with high buildings 
Standing amongst park land, was pro- 
posed by le Corbusier in his “ Ville 
Radieuse " many years before the Build- 
ing Research Station began to give the 
scientific explanations which have justi- 
fied the artistic concept. 


There is room also for a great exten- 
ion of experimental work upon the use 
of colour. The colour circle theory is, 
of course, well known to architects, and 
has been tested upon a physical and 
Physiological basis. It remains to .bring 
« the assistance of experimental psycho- 
pesists to assess reactions to colour com- 

imauions from a larger number of 

subjects. Architects should intervene in 
inquiries of this kind, in order to safe- 
guard the artistic content. 


Again, in the visual field there are the 
Present researches into geometrical pro- 
poten. Again the production of a 
uned instrument is-the aim, not surefire 
hostrums for the creation of absolute 

uty. The status in architecture of 


geometrical proportion is.doubly based. 
geometry used in the. en- 
space is 


First, simple 
Closure of 


the essence’ of 


architecture, and geometrical proportion 
is merely an aspect of such geometry; 
and, secondly, these proportions are the 
result of cumulative experiments by 
architects through the course of some 
3,000 years. They should be looked upon 
as shorthand notes of design experience, 
found by architects to be effective 
vehicles for the communication of 
fantasy. 


Dimensional co-ordination is a some- 
what similar topic to geometrical pro- 
portion, but the recent history is differ- 
ent, and in a significant manner. For 
the sake of eccnomy, a great effort has 
been made in recent years to find 
standard dimensions for many of the 
prefabricated products of the building 
industry. The scientific method was first 
tried using research and collection of 
many examples, the averaging of sizes 
and their statistical analysis. This had 
some success in standardisation within 
particular industries, but failed com- 
pletely to co-ordinate cne industry with 
another. As an alternative, the archi- 
tectural method is now being tried in- 
stead. It is too early to say whether it 
will succeed, but the fact that in so 
pedestrian a job as searching for fhe 
greatest economy in mass production, 
the architectural attitude provides a 
powerful alternative to the scientific 
attitude, is important evidence for the 
case that is being advanced in this paper. 


Heat. 

Turning out of the visual field with 
its direct architectural meaning, we come 
to topics affecting architecture at one 
remove. Related to the sense of touch 
or feeling is the problem of heat, includ- 
ing the production of heat for buildings 
and the loss of it—heating and heat 
transference. 

Considered as a whole, this heating 
problem is not one of heating at all, but 
one of cooling. The human body re- 
quires to lose heat at a definite rate for 
comfort, not too quickly or one feels 
cold, nor too slowly or one feels hot. 
This means that radiant heat, conducted 
heat and convected heat have all to be 
taken into consideration at once, so that 
assessment of comfort conditions by air 
temperature alone is totally irrelevant. 

We have seen figures recently, both 
here and in the United States, for the 
gain of solar heat within a building by 
the use of large windows. It is inter- 
esting to note that the large windows 
appeared in architectural work a genera- 
tion at least before building science 
justified their use by heat experiments 
and computations. The focus of atten- 
tion upon heat problems has also pro- 
duced many rew insulation techniques. 
These have a cross effect upon the avail- 
ability of different kinds of construction. 
There is a trend towards considering 
heating and insulation together, but not 
enough has yet been done in this field, 
end here again is a point where the archi- 
tectural attitude should intervene. 


Sound. 


The study of acoustics is another one 
in which the architect-physicist team has 
been found to be effective. At present 
the field is divided into sound insulation 
and the acoustics of auditoria. In 
field of insulation, it is significant that 
the science itself compels attention to 
whole structures, rather than the piece- 
meal analysis of the different parts. 
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Early sound insulation work, which gave 
insulation figures for individual walls, 
proved to be a total failure. The archi- 
tectural view of the thing as a whole 

secondary 


As a sign of the times, to 
increasing acceptance of the idea of the 
artist-scientist partnership, is the 
founding of the Acoustics Group 
Physical Society. Here we have a gr 
consisting of physicists, electricians, 
acoustic engineers, architects and musi- 
cians working together. They have now 
established a ial research unit upon 
the acoustics of auditoria. 


Structural Invention. 


It is clear that at the present time 
architects are expected to set the pace 
in structural invention. The present de- 
vel mt which takes structures as a 
whole to consider their strength is a way 
of advance that is peculiarly s i 
to the architectural attitude. Indeed, 
architects apprehend this often better 
than engineers. j 

All the main structural materials seem 
to be finding their way of advance in 
the same direction, towards unity of 
structure. In timber, we have the 
re jointing methods which give 
stiff joints to timber framing, and make 
a demand for stress-graded timber, so 
as to take advantage of the additional 
strength in the joints. In steel construc’ 
tion there is welding, still bedevilled by 
restrictive practices and hostile legislation. 
In reinforced concrete we have the shell 
construction. Much work is also being 
done upon prestressed concrete. The 
combination of prestressed with “shell 
seems to be the line of advance. Speak- 
ing of shell .construction, it is not 
unlikely that we shall see the same forms 
realised in thin metal shells, giving 
lighter and even more rigid structures 
than the shell concrete. In metal fram- 
ing there is the use of space frames, 
especially the tubular, which are largely 
derived from the work upon aeroplane 
fuselages. In all these fields, though 
the architect is expected to set the pace 
of advance by his demands, this cannot 
be done by sheer creative fantasy alone. 
Sufficient study must be made of the 
science of structural engineering for the 
architect to make the right demands upon 
his colleague. 


Materials. 


Turning from topics where the archi- 
tectural attitude has already scored suc- 
cesses in research, indeed in which pre- 
sent knowledge is largely in advance of 
its application in practice, we come to 
the chemical sciences related to building, 
which are not so well developed, largely 
because the architectural attitude has 
been insufficiently applied here as yet. 
There is a tendency for work upon the 
science of materials to grind away pur- 
poselessly, in watertight compartments, 
unrelated to each other or to architec- 
tural practice. The common instance of 
this which we encounter not only in 
the published advertisements of materials 
manufacturers but even in data received 
direct from the building scientists, is to 
give us heat insulation figures obtained 
from laboratory-dried specimens, with- 
out any statement that this is the case. 
Such figures are, of course, extremely 
deceptive to the architect, and liable to 
cause yn peg sata use. The work 
of the of Practice Committees and 
the Post War ag | Studies, serviced 
as they are by, building scientists and 
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comprising architect members, has made 
a beginning in bringing us together. 

t is wanted now is the establishment 
of architect-cherrist research teams to 
achieve successes comparable to those 
already won by the architect-physicist 
teams. The Panel of Observers, in which 
architects and others record field obser- 
vations to assist the laboratory work of 
the building scientist, is another begin- 
ning, although on an amateur level, of 
what is required. 

As in physical researches, the object 
of the inclusion of architects is to give 
the work the purposeful creative whole 
view that at the present time only archi- 
tecture can provide, and more practically 
to cover gaps in knowledge by the archi- 
tect’s trained instinctive comprehension. 


Search for New Vernacular. 


We have been debating now tor several 
generations the need for a new school 
of architecture, a new vernacular that 
the test and the least among us can 
pond cacy art wre without risk of ghastly 
error. Many of us deplore the loss of 
traditional knowledge in all aspects of 
architecture. Many still think they can 
recover tradition by copying the external 
forms of antique buildings. An exam- 
ination of the state of technical know- 
ledge, and how it is based, shows that 
the creation of a mew vernacular must 
be undertaken with the full resources of 
science employed. Inherent knowledge 
in materials as well as in design has gone, 
and gone for ever. We have been for 
a hundred years assailed by a welter of 
new techniques. These are the by- 
products of scientific discovery. They 
cannot be disregarded and we cannot 
assess them by traditional instinct. 


The new  vetnacular architecture 
founded upon tradition is not now avail- 
able, and the ione individual designer 
cannot discover it on his own. The burden 
is too heavy. The method of research is 
the modern counterpart of testing by 
tradition or nztural selection. 

The designing of research itself is, in 
the present state of architecture, a very 
important aspect of design. For this 
reason it is advocated that architects 
should be forthcoming and make it their 
ambition to join research teams and aid 
in the establishment of the new ver- 
nacular, which is of such importance to 
their art. Here they will learn how to 
take the variables in a problem one by 
one, and from their side they will con- 
tribute that wholeness of vision which is 
the architectural attitude. They will 
also bring with them the architect's 
acquaintance with tradition in building. 
This can be most illuminating, not be- 
cause it will provide answers, but 
because it can often set the line for useful 
research. Moreover, the traditional solu- 
tions need to be re-established to-day by 
the processes of research, in order to 
protect them from being lost. The 
unconsciously known is vulnerable know- 
ledge in a scientific age. 


It is hoped that the notions presented 
here will indicate that the term “ archi- 
tectural science” is not merely a play 
upon words, that there is a meaning in 
which architectural science is different 
from science of ether connotations. The 
Architectural Science Board has for some 
time been advocating the establishment 
of a professorship of architectural 
science; for in science applied to build- 
ing, which includes the shaping of the 
whole physical environment so far as it 
ts made by man, the architectural atti- 
tude can supply an essential something 
that no other discipline has to offer. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE TO 
SIR CHARLES REILLY 


As briefly announced in our last issue, 
the nave of the church of St. Martin-in- 
the-Fields was filled to overflowing for 
the memorial service, on February 18, to 
the late Sir Charles Herbert Reilly, 
O.B.E. The service was conducted by 
the Bishop of Chichester and the Rev. 
W. D. Kennedy Bell. The address was 
given by Prefessor Sir Patrick Aber- 
crombie, who said :—- 

“ Sir Charles Herbert Reilly, Master of 
Arts, Doctor of Letters, Officer of the 
Order of the British Empire, Fellow and 
Royal Gold Medallist of the R.I.B.A., 
Corresponding Member of the American 
Institute of Architects, vice-president of 
the Poetry Society, vice-president of the 
Liverpool Repertory Theatre, Professor 
Emeritus of the University of Liverpool 
— our Prof’ to thousands of his old 
students throughout the world. 

“Can we believe that he is no longer 
here on earth, belying those recent white 
locks with an ever youthful enthusiasm— 
that a meeting will not once more be 
electrified with that urgent catch in the 
breath, a cause championed in the Press 
with flaming zeal, a student exalted, a 
tight taken on, a sham exposed? He’s 
gone, and I firmly believe that if he had 
had his way and neglected his doctor’s 
advice and stayed out his full term at 
Liverpool we should have lost him 
sooner. 

“Could anyone project himself so 
completely into the life of his School 
of Architecture—so identify himself with 
the successes of his students, successes al- 
most innumerable, and not consume the 
spark of life? He retired, but merely 
to husband his strength that he might 
appear—less frequently, it’s true, but as 
vigorous as ever. Few knew how he paid 
for this prodigal gift of his remaining 
energy. 

“How much more could I say? I 
should merely repeat more closely as a 
colleague of 25 years and a friend of 40 
what we all know. Work : How he not 
only worked himself, but made others 
work. The nation might learn from this. 
Unselfishness: Was his personal advan- 
tage ever thought of apart from the 
school and the cause of the enhance- 
ment of life? Versatility: Painting, 
poetry, theatre, social studies. From his 
first interests at Cambridge he set out to 
found the first school of planning in this 
country; even lately he had made his 
vital contribution to living conditions. 

“ His private life What can be said 
of those early years of joyous family life 
and friendly, even fantastic relaxation? 
That life was clouded with sorrow, two 
splendid, children dying, though two, for- 
tunately, are alive. And then his wife, 
Dorothy, that delicate, that perfect con- 
trast to Charles Reilly. 

“He’s dead. But few men have ever 
ieft behind a greater legacy of, living 
energy.” 

A tribute from Sir Lancelot Keay, 
K.B.E., President, R.I.B.A. (who was 
unavoidably prevented from being pre- 
sent), was read by the Bishop. The mes- 
sage read :— 

“With the passing of Charles Herbert 
Reilly the world of architecture loses a 
unique figure who strove to bring within 
the reach of the ordinary man the bene- 
fits which accrue from a knowledge of 
the Arts. ; 

“ Those privileged to speak of him as 
the ‘Prof’ have lost not only a kindly 
master, whose boundless energy was in- 
fectious, whose inspiration sowed 
seed of many a successful career, but a 
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life-long friend to whom they never 
turned in vain for guidance as responsi- 
bilities increased. It was his vitality and 
desire for progress in his latter years that 
caused him to turn from the strictly tra- 
ditional to the more novel and simpler 
expression of his art and his impatience 
lest progress should be hindered by the 
attitude of laissez-faire. 

“Because his writings were easily 
understood by the layman he did great 
service to the art he practised. His 
criticisms on any project were eagerly 
awaited and respected. If some at times 
were bitter, such bitterness was born of 
his desire that the best should be attained. 

“He was ever ready to champion the 
cause of those he thought oppressed or 
denied a fair crack of the whip. It was 
given to him to know the esteem in which 
he was held, the recognition of his 
work for the nation by the knighthood 
bestowed upon him by H.M. the King 
and Patron of our Royal Institute, the 
recommendation of the Council of the In- 
stitute as a worthy recipient of the Royal 
Gold Medal, and the place he held in the 
affection of those who called him master 
or friend. And so to-day we give thanks 
for the life of Charles Herbert Reilly. 

Those present included :— 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Reilly (son and daughter 
in-law), Mr. and Mrs. Derek Bridgwater (son- 
in-law and daughter), Mr. and Mrs. Crosb) 
Lockwood (brother-in-law and sister), and other 
relatives. : 

Viscount Leverhulme, Sir Evelyn Shaw, Pro 
fessor Sir Charles Webster, Sir Stephen 
Tallents, Sir Thomas Bennett, Sir Herber' 
Creedy, Sir Metford Watkins, the Hon. Mrs 
Francklin, Lady Pears, Mr. Michael Foot, M.1 
Mr. William Teeling, M.P. (also representing 
the Regency Society), Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A 
Mr. J. H. Forshaw, Mr. R. T, Kennedy (Minis 
try of Town and Country Planning), Mr. C. G 
Stillman (vice-president, R.I.B.A.), Professors 
E. A. Peers, W. G. Holford, and J. G. Stephen 
son (University of Liverpool), Mr. C. H, Jame- 
A.R.A 


A.R.A. 

Mr. H. G. C. Spencely, Mr. V. M. Cannon 
Brookes, Mr. I. M. Leslie (Editor, The Builder) 
Mr. and Mrs. Sheppard Fidler, Mr. John Gloag 
Mr. Harold Boulton, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Bone, Mr. Geoffrey A. Jellicoe, Mr. Johnso 
Blackett, Mr. A. Glyn Roberts, Mr. and Mrs 
C. A. Farey, Mr. A. ae ee r. C. D. Spragz 

r 


(secretary, Wh.1.B.A.), i . E. Enthoven 
(librarian, R.I.B.A.), and many other friends 
and colleagues. at 3 

British School at 


Representatives of the ua 
Rome, Architectural Association, L.C.C., Town 
Planning Institute, Liverpool School of Archi 
tecture, Housmg Centre, Building Centre and 
Liverpool University London Society. 


L.C.C. Housing Figures. 

A RECENT REPORT of the L.C.C. Housing 
Committee announces that 2,930 dwell- 
ings were built or rebuilt during 194’. 
Of these, 1,281 were completed between 
October and December, compared with 
1,649 in the first nine months of the year, 
owing to the fact that the large number 
of dwellings which have been accumu- 
lating in the finishing stage during recent 
months are now being completed at an 
improved rate. With the 3,081 tem 
porary houses brought into occupation. 
and the few remaining war-damaged 
buildings which were reinstated, a total 
of 6,045 new units of accommodation 
was provided in 1947. This brings the 
number of dwellings provided since the 
commencement of post-war housing 
operations up to 19,486. 

The labour force increased from 10.400 
to 12,600 during the year, but 20,000 men 
are needed for future: work. On Decem- 
ber 31, 3,709.02 acres were ready for tne 
building of 41,230 houses. 


To Help Industry. 

Mr. Mark HARTLAND THOMAS, M.A. 
F.R.LB.A., has joined the Council of In- 
dustrial Design to take charge of 1% 
Industrial Section, which is directly com 
cerned with offering a practical service © 
to industry on design problems. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Whilst we are glad to lish letters on profes- 
sonal and other matters of interest to our readers, 
t must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige ~. if they will expresé their views as briefly 
as possible.} 


Private Architects and Official Building: 
A Constructive Step. 
To THE Epitor OF The Builder. 

Sir,— May I, as President of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, welcome 
the letter from Mr. S. H. Loweth, Archi- 
tect to the Kent County Council, pub- 
lished in your issue of February 13, and 
also your statesmanlike leading article on 
this subject? : 

The policy followed by Mr. Loweth i 
that advocated by the’ Council of the 
Royal Institute, as set out in the memor- 
andum entitled “ The Employment of the 
Architect on Public Work,” published in 
the R.I.B.A. Journal of September, 1945, 
and in The Builder of October 19, 1945. 
This memorandum was drawn up by a 
small committee under the chairmanship 
of my predecessor, Sir Percy Thomas, on 
which were represented equally architects 
in private practice and architects holding 
official appointments. 

I know that the Ministry of Works and 
many other public authorities are simi- 
larly using the services of private archi- 
tects, and if their example is more widely 
followed, I am convinced that both archi- 
tecture and architects will benefit. 

__ LANCELOT Keay, 
President, The Royal Institute of 
British Architects, 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 


Concrete Houses. 
To THe Epitor oF The Builder. 


Sik,—I was interested in the notes on 
concrete houses contributed by your 
Special Correspondent in The Builder on 
January 9, particularly in his reference to 
the system coe used in Australia 
whereby full-length walls of single-storey 
height are being cest horizontally in one 
piece and lifted into position by crane. 

It may be of interest to point out that 
such slabs, up to 30 ft. in length, are now 
being precast in a factory in Melbourne, 
and are transported on large trailers to 
sites up to 15 miles distant, where they 
are hoisted into position by means of a 
specially designed mobile crane. Many 
houses have already been built by this 
method, which is considered to be very 
economical. : 

W. P. Brown, A.M.LE. (Aust.). 

Australia House, W.C.2. 


Aluminium Schools. 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

SiR,—Apparently your correspondent 
Mr. Norman J. Wigley (letter published 
February 6) assumes that a sufficiency of 
bricks satisfies all the requirements of 
modern building construction, even that 
so often referred to as “ traditional con- 
‘truction.” Even if an adequate number 
ol bricklayers are available for schools 
and like projects, there are obviously 
many Other items of the structure and 
cladding which must be considered. 

Most designers interested in prefabri- 
cation realise that in comparison with 
orthodox building it is in an experimental 
stage: but nevertheless at a stage where, 
if considered in the proper perspective 
by the whole building industry, can play 
a contributory part in fhe reconstruction 
programme. 

Prefabrication in aluminium or other 
materials is not necessarily an alternative 
‘o traditional construction, but should be 
considered as an adjunct. All materials 
and methods must eventually be con- 
sidered on their merits for each particu- 
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lar application. Brickwork, with its 
great advantage of experience, will surely 
not suffer when used in association with 
newer materials. 

The first large-scale project of pre- 
fabrication in aluminium, included in the 
Temporary House Programme, was 
primarily considered, at least by the de- 
signers, as a means of providing a num- 
ber of dwellings using, wherever possible, 
materials and labour which would not 
affect the overburdened building industry. 
That was the specific requirement at the 
time of its conception. Future develop- 
ments, however, will employ aluminium 
only where its inherent. ceacentaniaies 
fulfil a function more adequately than 
other materials. 

The cost also will com favourably 
when considered from all aspects, erec- 
tion, maintenance, etc. Even in the 
aluminium house, where the metal is 
used for the complete structure, . it 
probably does not account for more 
than 25 per cent. of the total cost of the 
house as quoted in the White Paper. 

During the present interim period, 
when traditional methods are not always 
possible owing to shortage of steel, 
timber, craftsmen, etc., aluminium must 
play .a decisive part. The properties of 
aluminium render it a particularly desir- 
able material for rapid fabrication, and 
it is therefore natural that complete 
factory-produced projects in aluminium 
would be envisaged. I feel sure, how- 
ever, that most architects will, in the long 
term, employ aluminium prefabrication 
for that portion of the structure where 
its merits are indisputable and, therefore, 
in conjunction with other materials, 
whether they be brick, timber or 
concrete. ‘ 

Whilst one regrets that, in most pro- 
jects. it is not possible to report that 
“services and material are available to 
cover requirements in traditional form,” 
surely such apparent discouragement to 
the younger school in the building in- 
dustry must be prejudicial to both the 
immediate and future programmes. 

A. F. HARE. 
Consultant Architect to 
S.M.D. Engineers, Ltd 
Carlisle-place. 
London, S.W.1. 


S.M.M., Fourth Edition. 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 

Sir,—When the fifth edition of the 
“ Standard Method of Measurement ” is 
produced, cannot the deviations made on 
its predecessor be underlined so that one 
can see at a glance where they occur? 
Cannot this adjustment be made also 
when the fourth edition is reprinted? 

I put this to the Standing Joint Com- 
mittee for consideration as, in my 
opinion, it would be a definite asset, and 
helpful to all who have to use the publi- 
cation. 

W. B. HODGKINSON. 

3, Cradock-drive, 

Quorn, nr. Loughborough. 


Status of Builders’ Foremen. 
To THe Eprror or The Builder. | 

Sir,—My contention that the decline in 
standards of craftsmanship and organisa- 
tion. of building works is directly 
attributable to the fall in status of the 
builders’ foreman has not been seriously 
challenged by any of your correspondents. 
It therefore’ becomes imperative that 
architects, builders, and foremen’s asso- 
ciations should do their utmost to im- 
prove the status of the executive Who 
carries out the work and on whose efforts 
will depend the quality of work done and, 
ultimately, the financial results of the job. 

Architects may do much by transacting 
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all business’ on the site and by dnsisting 
on their right to have a suitable qualified 
person for the responsible pea ova 
foreman on their jobs. Too m 
liance is occasionally placed on telephone 
conversations with the contractor’s office. 
The clerk of works is employed by the . 
architect to see that the work is ly 
carried out in accordance with 

and specifications, and it is in no way 
part of his duty to interfere with’ the 
general foreman’s organisation and ad- 
ministration of the job. On too many 
works at present, the men are much more 
co with the clerk of works than 
ie Fone. who thus becomes a figure- 


Bg bene cxatnys yobs associations 
wi r many years of practical experi- 
ence must have noted this decline in the 
— of their members during the last 
ew years, but have taken few steps to 
improve it. Much may be done by articles 
in trade journals, and also by proving 
with facts and figures to contractors that 
the running of jobs by trade foremen 
with head-office su ision is not satis- 
factory either to them financially or to 
their reputation as master builders. 
W. TOLLEY. 


72, 


38, Queenswood-road, 
orest Hill, S.E.23. 


R.1.B.A. 
Council Minutes. 


FOLLOWING are notes from the minutes. 
of the R.I.B.A. Council meeting held on 
February 10:— 

Bequest to Building Fund—Under 
the provisions of the will of the late Mr. 
W. Scorer (A.), the residue of his estate 
was to be divided equally between the 
28th Batt. the London Regiment and the 
R.LB.A. Building Fund. The sum of 
£977 9s. 11d. has been received from the 
executors and paid into the Building 
Fund. 

Annual Reception, 1948.—The Coun- 
cil approved a recommendation that the 
price of tickets for the annual reception 
to be held on Friday, April 30 next, 
from 8.15 p.m. to midnight be fixed at 
15s. per head. 

Gift of Danish Architectural Books.— 
The Institute have received a gift of a 
Danish architectural work in seven 
volumes, entitled “Danske Slotte Og 
Herregaarde,” from Field-Marshal the 
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein. The 
appreciation and thanks of the Council 
for this gift have been conveyed to Field- 
Marshal Montgomery. 

Obituary—The Secretary reported 
with regret the death of the following 
members: The Right Hon. the Earl of 
Derby, K.G. GC.B. G.C.V.O., T.D. 
(Hon. F.); Canon Sidney Arthur Alexan- 
der, C.M.G., C.V.O. (Hon. A.); Professor 
Fritz Schumacher (Hon. ower eg 
Member); Herbert John Brownlee (F.); 
Major Harry Almond Lewin (F.); Pro- 
fessor Sir Charles Herbert Reilly, O.B.E., 
Hon.LL.D., M.A. (F.); Edward John 
Williams, J.P. (F.); and Gourt Marinus 
Jacobus Geers (A.). 

Examination Results. 

The R.1.B.A. Intermediate, Final and 
Special Final Examinations were held in 
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, in Novem- 
ber and December, 1947. The successful 
candidates are as follows: — 

INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION: Mr. 
Arthur S. Fairman and Mr. B. W. F. 
Fothergill. 

FrvaL Examination: Mr. R. J. D’Arcy 
Cathcart (subject to approval of Thesis). 

SPECIAL FINAL EXAMINATION: — Mr. 
Warner Feit and Mr. Edward B. 
Rowland. 








- BUILDING _ 
OPPORTUNITIES IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 


IMPRESSIONS FROM A RECENT 
VISIT 


BUILDING opportunities in South 

Africa were described during a recent 
interview by Mr. F. Lestit WALLIS, 
O.B.E., J.P., past-President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
who has lately returned from an extensive 
tour of the Union. 

Beginning with a message for United 
Kingdom exporters of builders’ plant 
and machinery, Mr. Wallis said the de- 
mand and the need in South Africa for 
a higher degree of mechanisation in 
building methods were great. As an 
example, he would mention the procedure 
on one building site which he frequently 
had occasion to pass during his visit to 
the Dominion. A block of flats was 
being erected on th2 site and bricks for 
the in-fillings were raised by hand to the 
upper levels of the job in the follow- 
ing manner: A native on the ground 
took a brick from the pile and threw it 
up to the first-floor level, where another 
native caught it and passed it on to the 
next storey, and so on up to the top of 
the building. In this way bricks on the 
ground were conveyed, one at a time, to 
the point on the building where they were 
required. This may not have been the 
general practice, but it actually did take 
place. A mechanical hoist would have 
saved much time, labour and physical 
energy. Concrete was elevated by means 
of hoppers travelling up a centrally 
placed shaft or tower. 

Mechanical earth movers, excavators 
and dumpers would find a ready market, 
too, but prices would need to compare 
favourably with those of American 
equipment. The price of British goods 
of all kinds was an important question 
in South Africa. A 12 h.p. car of a well- 
known British make was retailed out 
there at only £50 less than a 30 h.p. 
American car of popular make. More- 
over, spare parts for American cars were 
available at any roadside service station, 
whereas British spares were hard to come 
by. The result, which applied equally 
to other British goods, was that car show- 
rooms in Capetown, Durban and 
Johannesburg were full of British models 
while people were prepared to wait 
several months for delivery of American 
<ars. 


Other Export Markets. 


The other principal markets for 
British exports of building equipment and 
components are for power-operated hand- 
tools, rain-water goods, steel conduit for 
electrical work, galvanised iron water 
barrels or tubing and iron goods gener- 
ally. These markets are not likely to 
remain for long. however. for South Afri- 
cans are erecting scores of factories to 
manufacture their own requirements for 
a rapidly expanding building programme. 

What are the prospects in South Africa 
for the British building craftsman? Mr. 
Wallis thinks they are good. “He must 
be prepared to work when he gets there.” 
he said, “though no harder than the 
average pre-war building craftsman in 
this country. There is a shortage of 
houses in the Union, but the only re- 
striction on building them is that they 
must not exceed 2,000 ft. super in area. 
en oe restriction mav 7 aye ag 
ong. — average price o ses, a 
of which are single-storey, with 11-in. 
walls, is £3,000. Speculative builders are 
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erecting houses of quite good quality in 
many districts. : 

“ After taking into account the higher 
cost of living, which is about 50 per cent. 
above that here and the lower income 
tax, rates of pay for the building crafts- 
man are much better than in this country. 
A 43-hour, five-day week is worked— 
eight hours and 36 minutes per day—but 
nobody wcrks for the odd 36 minutes. 
A craftsman’s rate of pay is made up 
as follows: Basic, 4s. 6d.; cost of living 
increase, Is. 54d.; holidays with pay, 4d.; 
making a total of 6s. 34d. per hour. The 
fourpence for holidays with pay is re- 
tained by the employer and paid out just 
before the holiday period. Generally 
speaking, the whole industry stops work 
for holidays for the 14 days beginning 
December 18 and finishing January 2.” 

Opportunities for experienced builders’ 
foremen and clerks of works with good 
organising ability on the site are good, 
particularly if they can pick up a work- 
ing knowledge of Afrikaans. Usually 
sufficient of this for every day purposes 
can be learned in a matter of months. 
Experienced estimators and surveyors are 
also in high demand. Town planning 
schemes and the large programmes of 
Government, municipal and industrial 
building provide first-rate prospects for 
the young qualified architect who is pre- 
pared to work hard at the outset. Several 
architects in private practice are in a 
position to take on assistants. 

Broadly speaking, there are no short- 
ages of building materials, and where 
there are shortages they are nothing like 
so acute as in this country. Timber of 
all kinds is plentiful, The hardwoods 
used are obtainable from the African 
continent itself, but softwoods are 
imported on a_ generous scale from 
America and Scandinavia. 


Shortage of Rolling Stock. 


Mr. Wallis explained that the main 
problem regarding the delivery of 
materials to the site was transport. The 
railways are,state-owned, and as road 
transport is not allowed to operate be- 
yond a radius of 30 miles, builders have 
to rely on deliveries by rail. Delays had 
been experienced on some sites due to 
the shortage of rolling stock. In one 
instance there had been a six weeks’ delay 
owing to the non-arrival of timber. Six 
weeks is a long time in South Africa. 
Where road journeys of just over the 30- 
mile limit are, required to be made, it is 
possible, in some instances, to get the 
necessary permission to deliver by road. 


Steel-framed buildings are not general 
in the Union because of the shortage of 
adequate quantities of steel; but this is 
likely to be overcome by the efforts of 
a large United Kingdom firm which has 
set up a steel works in a locality not far 
from Pretoria. Iron ore and coal are 
being mined from the earth immediately 
below the site, and steel is being manu- 
factured without any expenditure on the 
transportation of one or the other of 
these commodities. 

There is much more building work to 
be done than the available plant and 
skilled labour can hope to carry out. 
Once a contract has been placed with a 
firm the building owner expects work to 
start on the site the following day. These 
two factors have contributed towards an 
increase in building costs. 

However, the South African building 
employer takes a liberal and generous 
view with re; to British firms setting 
up in South ica. “ His attitude,” con- 
cluded Mr. Wallis, “is one of ‘Come on 
out. There’s plenty of work for you as 
well as me, and more besides.’ ” 


x 
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BUILDING FOREMEN’S 


CONFERENCE 
SUPERVISION AND MANAGEMENT 
IN BUILDING 


THE Building Section of the Associa- 
tion of Supervisory Staffs, Executives and 
Technicians held a conference in the 
Central Hall, Westminster, on February 
14. Mr. Tom Sargant presided. 

During the conference, the theme of 
which was “ The Place of Supervision and 
Management in the Building Industry of 
the Future,” Mr. IAN MIKARDO, M_P., 
pointed out that in the science of super- 
_— and management the building in- 

ustry had not, in the past, made such 

great progress as some other industries: 
nevertheless, despite its slow start there 
was every possibility of it even over- 
taking others. The supervisor now was 
a different t to his predecessor. With 
the advent of mass production of houses 
in the factory and assembled on site, and 
with the urgent demand for the tradi- 
tional type, it was recognised that the 
supervisor need not be born amongst a 
pile of bricks to know his job, which to- 
day called for a new outlook to that of 
pre-war years. 
. Mr. KENNETH CAMPBELL, A.R.I.B.A.. 
President of the Association of Building 
Technicians, pointed out how science was 
helping to do away with old and out-of- 
date ideas in the industry. Nevertheless, 
he pointed out that much closer co-opera- 
tion was needed by all concerned and 
more site committees composed of all 
parties. The industry must be shaken up 
and redesigned. A number of technicians 
were unaware of the difficulties on the 
site. The speaker then spoke of the 
lengthy period in promotion and called 
for a new system of training. 

Mr. J. SILVERMAN, M.P., closed the 
proceedings by saying he had served as 
chairman of the A.S.S.E.T. London Build- 
ing Supervisors’ Branch Production Com- 
mittee. This was for two reasons: (1) 
He had no krowledge of the industry. 
hence he could observe better what was 
produced than if he had a craft outlook 
(2) By profession he was a lawyer, hence 
he was in a position to throw “cold 
water,” if necessary, on any recommenda- 
tions made by the committee. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
STUART AND GEORGIAN CHURCHES. 
Marcus Whiffen. (London: B. T. Batsford. 
Ltd.) Price 18s. net. 
THe AGE OF ADAM. By James Lee- 


By 


Milne. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price 21s. net. 

THE SMALL House To-DAyY AND T0- 
MORROW. By Arnold Whittick in col- 
laboration with Johannes Schreiner. 
(London: Crosby Lockwood and Son, 
Ltd.) Price 15s. 

PRACTICAL DESIGN OF SIMPLE STEEL 
Structures, Volume 1. By David >. 
Stewart. (London: Constable and Co.) 
Price 15s. 

House-PAINTING, GRAINING, MARBLING 
AND SIGN-WRITING. By Ellis A. David- 
son. (Surrey: The Technical Press, Ltd.. 
Kingston Hill.) Price 12s. 

TIMBER, ITS STRUCTURE AND PROPER- 
Tres. By H. E. Desch. (London: 
Macmillan.) Price 18s. 

SOLID AND Fiprous PLASTERING. BY 
W. Verrall. (London: The Technical 
Press, Ltd.) Price 15s. 

BUILDING AS A CAREER. By Edga! 
Lucas, A.LA.A. (London: Sir Isaac 
Pitman & Sons, Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. net. 

New Views ON APPRENTICESHIP. 3) 
W. McLaine. (London: Staples. Press. 
Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. net. 
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A RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT 
FROM A CORRESPONDENT. 


(COMMENT was made in a recent issue 

‘ upon the decision of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
to back the work of the National House- 
Builders’ Registration Council to the 
extent that they have made registration 
under that body a condition of the mem- 
bership of those who build houses specu- 
latively for sale or letting. This decision 
prompts one to look back upon the 
administration of the Federation over the 
past quarter of a century and to cast a 
speculative glance towards the tasks that 
still lie ahead. 


A considerable change has taken place 
in industrial organisation during that 
period, and although the building 
industry is sometimes regarded as being 
hide-bound by tradition, this change is 
probably as remarkable in building as 
in any other industry. Twenty years ago 
the N.F.B.T.E. had already been estab- 
lished for a period of something like 50 
years. During that time much useful 
work had been undertaken collectively 
that would not have yielded satisfactory 
results if pursued by the industry other- 
wise than as a composite organisation. 
The age of the large, powerful industrial 
Federations had not quite arrived, but 
the need for a national organisation in 
each industry able to speak for its 
employers as a whole had gradually 
made itself felt and been appreciated. 
In some industries, such as engineering, 
shipbuilding, mining and farming, the 
building up of strong national organisa- 
tions had been obviously necessary. In 
others, including the building industry, 
organisation had begun upon a local 
basis and had extended to an area or 
regional basis. but the need for national 
direction had become apparent only 
during and after the 1914-18 war. It 
had in fact been fostered by the trend 
towards similar national organisation on 
the part of the operatives. 


As time passes, the number of people 
who were actively associated with the 
management of industry 25 years ago 
gets less and less. Only a small part 
of the present generation of builders will 
have first-hand knowledge of the matters 
that were discussed by their Federation 
prior to 1925 and of the activities which 
resulted in the better conditions that are 
taken for granted to-day. At that time 
the annual cost of administering a trade 
Organisation was very small indeed; it 
was generally considered that nothing 
more was required in the way of staff 
than a part-time secretary, while the 
need for a highly specialised technique 
of industrial negotiation had not yet 
been appreciated. There was no such 
thing as national employers’ policy. 

In the building industry discontent 
was general, and the call upon the time 
of those builders who represented their 
local areas in national negotiations had 
become almost _ intolerable. The 
arrangements of committees, augmented 
committees, allied employers’ bodies 
and joint bodies were complicated and 
bewildering. Certain important regions 
of the N.F.B.T.E. were under notice or 
threat of notice to secede from the 
National Federation. The Liverpool 
Association, representing something like 
a 15 per cent. section of the Federation’s 
whole strength, had already seceded. 
There was no National Joint Agreement 
with the operatives, and much suspicion 
Sounded following the wage reductions 
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that had been forced by the pressure of 
economic circumstances. The plasterer 
and bricklayer sections of the industry 
had severed their connection with the 
Operatives’ National Federation and 
were seeking to have their wages fixed 
at 3d. per hour above the flat rate for 
the other crafts in the industry. Pro- 
gress had ceased in regard to such 
matters as agreed forms of contract. 
Federation funds were practically non- 
existent. The employers had an un- 
favourable Press. Workpeople were 
defiant and truculent, they were becom- 
ing minded to seek redress of industrial 
grievances by political action, and the 
legitimate interests and aspirations of 
employers in the industry were practi- 
cally ignored. 

Nevertheless, in the period between, 
say, 1928 and 1939, the prestige of the 
N.F.B.T.E. was, by good counsel and 
wise administration, raised to a level as 
high as that of any other representative 
industrial organisation in the country. 
The reasons which account for this in- 
creased prestige of the Federation during 
that period are worth examining. Peace- 
ful relations were restored and maintained 
with the operatives upon the basis of 
mutual trust, so much so that no major 
industrial dispute or strike has occurred 
in the industry since 1924. During the 
early part of this period frequent reduc- 
tions of wages took place practically 
without friction (related, of course, to 
the falling cost of living). Notices and 
threats, of notices of regions to 
from the national organisation became 
more rare and were ultimately laughed 
out of court. The bricklayers’ and the 
plasterers’ unions were brought back 
into the National Joint Council Agree- 
ment. The financial resources of the 
Federation were gradually built up out 
of savings resulting from economical 
administration. Special reserves were 
also accumulated. Organisation and 
administration were simplified and the 
time of members of the various com- 
mittees was so economised that they 
were able to discharge their duties effec- 
tively in a mere fraction of the time 
previously occupied. 

As a result of successful negotiations 
and sustained effort, a new and equitable 
form of contract was agreed, published 
by the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, and brought into general use. 
Machinery was devised for amending 
this form from time to time as ex- 
perience of its use was gained, and just 
prior to the war a second (1939) edition 
was published. In 1930 an International 
Congress of Building and Public Works 
was held. at which the representatives 
of 34 nations were present. This en- 
hanced the prestige and status of build- 
ing employers in the eyes of Govern- 
ment partments, local authorities, 
architects and the public generally. 

‘Continuous pressure was brought to 
bear on Government Departments and 
local authorities, and a weight of evi- 
dence accumulated against direct labour. 
As the result of local action initiated, 
stimulated and supported by the 
National Federation, the uneconomic 
operation of the Direct Labour Depart- 
ments in many towns was brought to the 
notice of the ratepayers. 

In collaboration with the Royal Insti- 
tution of Chartered Surveyors, a 
Standard Method of Measurement for 
Building Works was agreed, published 
(with revised conditions to meet chang- 
ing circumstances from time to time) 
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and brought into general use. A scale 
of daywork charges was also agreed with 
this body. A code of practice govern- 
ing the letting of sub-contract works was 
agreed with the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and a standard form 
of sub-contract was made available. 
Machinery was devised and brought inte 


action which was successful in t- 
ing sporadic labour disputes or in limit- 
ing when they did occur to a cir- 


cumscribed area and in securing an early 
resumption of work. 

Considerable progress was made 
towards integrating all building trades 
employers’ organisations either within 

N.F.B.T.E. or under its influence; 
this last merger with the widely repre- 
sentative Federation of Registered 
House-Builders is a conspicuous for- 
ward step towards securing a_ unified 
industrial organisation. The Federation 
also took the initiative in establishing 
an export group for the Constructional 
Industries, upon whose activities much 
will depend towards the redressing of 
our national adverse trade balance. 

These are only a few of the activities 
of the National Federation of ildi 
Trades Employers during the pe 
reviewed, but they may be sufficient to 
indicate that out of the chaos that 
existed 25 years ago there has been built 
up an organisation of which every build- 
ing trade employer might well be proud. 
It is an organisation which has secured 
ready and sympathtic access to Minis- 
ters of the Crown and their advisers. 
It is one which has negotiated with the 
professional institutions upon level terms. 
Its strength, both in numbers of mem- 
bers and in employing capacity, com- 
mands general respect. 

*.* A second article dealing with future prospects 
will appear in due course.—Ep. 


REGISTERED HOUSE-BUILDERS 
AFFILIATE TO NATIONAL 
FEDERATION 


_ THE adoption by the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers of the 
pro 1 that all their private house- 
builder members should apply for regis- 
tration with the National House-Builders’ 
Registration Council marks the successful 
completion of the negotiations for the 
affiliation of the Federation of Registered 
House-Builders to the N.F.B.T.E. 

Many of the members of the House- 
builders’ Federation were already mem- 
bers of the National Federation, and 
there had for some time been close liaison 
between the two Federations, at national 
level, on major developments affecting 
house-building. Under the new agree- 
ment, however, the relationship has 
placed on a firmer and more satisfactory 
basis. House-building firms become affili- 
ated to the Federation at local association 
level, and elect regional registered house- 
builders committees with representation 
on regional federation councils; the Coun- 
cil of the Federation of Registered House- 
builders similarly appoints members to 
the Council of the National Federation. 
House-building members are thus enabled 
to t yas their full part in the a en 
and execution of the Federation's : 
building policy. It is h that the 
fundamental community of interest be- 
tween the contracting and the speculative 
house-building sides of the industry will 
be strengthened by the affiliation, and that 
the evolution of a common policy will 
tend to the restoration of conditions under 
which the speculative house-builder will 
be permitted again to make his contribu- 
tion to the solution of the housing 
problem. 
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**REPAIR WORK MUST 
GO ON” 


DANGERS OF LICENCE CUTTING 


. A WARNING that the cutting down of 
licences for maintenance and repair work 
would lead to unemployment and an 
increase in black market building was 
given on February 19 by Mr. F. M. 
SLEEMAN, the new President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, at a meeting of the Council of 
the London Master Builders’ Association 
in London. 

“The case for reducing repair and 
maintenance licences.” said Mr. Sleeman, 
“is that it increases the number of men 
available for new building. That is a 
fallacy, for the men at present engaged on 
maintenance and repair are not in most 
cases the right type of men for house- 
building. It will therefore lead to more 
black market activities, te more unem- 
ployment, and to the driving out of busi- 
ness of the jobbing and maintenance 
builder, who will be wanted later to over- 
take the vast arrears of repair and main- 
tenance work which are steadily accumu- 
lating. 

“It is, I suggest, both bad planning and 
poor economics to lose old buildings be- 
fore new ones can be erected. 

“ Judging by the unemployment figures, 
the effect of the economic crisis on the 
building industry has not yet been serious, 
but unless the Government's licensing 
scheme is administered with elasticity 
there are bound to be, before long, local 
pools of unemployment which, in the 


_ aggregate, may well reach an alarming 


figure. 

“The building industry has emphasised 
to the Government that if unemployment 
is caused there is.a serious danger of our 
losing both labourers and the younger 
craftsmen. There is already a shortage of 
labourers, whilst the majority of crafts- 
men are in the higher age groups. 

“ The country should know that if these 
things happen there will be chaos when 
the industry is called upon, as it must be 
after the crisis, to carry out the tremen- 
dous amount of urgent work which is 
necessary if the people are to be properly 
housed, if they are to work in decent fac- 
tories, shops and offices, and if children 
are to be educated in modern schools. 

“ And if we are to rebuild our towns 
and cities with buildings of which all of 
us can be proud, specialist craftsmen such 
as stonemasons must be trained. Work 
must therefore be found for them now.” 


Mr. D. C. Burcess, President of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, who 
was in the chair, said that far too many 
people, employers and operatives alike, 
failed to realise the highly critical condi- 
tion of the times in which we were living. 
He hoped that London builders would not 
be numbered among those who fiddled 
while Britain burned. 


OBITUARY 


John Owen Bond, F.R.1.B.A. 

WE regret to record the death, at the 
age of 70, of Mr. John Owen Bond, 
F.R.1.B.A., of 26, Tombland, Norwich. 
Mr. Bond, who died in the Norfolk and 
Norwich Hospital following an operation, 
had three years’ practical building experi- 
ence before serving his articles with G. J. 
Skipper, F.R.LB.A. 

He designed many buildings in Nor- 
wich and throughout Norfolk. including 
the Haymarket and Carlton Theatres, 
Norwich; St. Leonard’s Church, Norwich; 
banks at Stalham and Stump Cross, for 
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The “ Hyspecon ” Continuous Walling System. (See this page.) 


Messrs. Barclay; a number of factories 


and motor works; several housing 
schemes for East Anglian rural dis- 
trict councils; and numerous private 


residences, rectories and other domestic 
work. 

From 1922 to 1945, with a break of two 
years, Mr. Bond represented St. Stephen’s 
Ward on the City Council. He also 
served on the original Board of 
Guardians. He was a keen sportsman, 
and as a Broads yachtsman was‘one of 
the original members of the Yare and 
Bure One-Design Class when it was 
founded in 1908. 

Mr. Bond was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Institute in 1926. 


Edward John Williams, J.P., F.R.1.B.A. 


WE regret to record the death of Mr. 
Edward John Williams, J.P., F.R.1.B.A. 
He was a former President of the Lei- 
cester and Leicestershire Society of 
Architects and had _ represented that 
Society on the Council and the Allied 
Societies Conference. He was elected a 
Fellow of the Royal Institute in 1925. 


Sir Lawrence Wensley Chubb. 


WE regret to record the death, on 
Febrtary 18, at his home in Richmond, 
Surrey, of Sir Lawrence Wensley Chubb, 
first secretary of the National Trust; secre- 
tary of the Commons, Open Spaces and 
Footpaths Preservation Society from 
1896 until his retirement last December; 
and secretary of the Scapa Society for 
Prevention of Disfigurement of Town and 
Country. 

Although he devoted the greater part 
of his working life to the protection of 
the English countryside, he was actually 
born in Australia, at Lauraville in Vic- 
toria in 1873, and did not come to this 
country until 1887. He completed his 
education here at St. Olave’s and St. 
Saviour’s Grammar School and _ the 
Borough Polytechnic. His ability as a 
speaker at the Polytechnic debates 
aroused considerable interest and led to 
his appointment as secretary to the Kent 
and Surrey Committee of the Commons 
Preservation Society. Following _ this 
appointment in 1894, he became secretary 
of the National Trust, when it was 
founded” in 1895,. and succeeded Sir 
Edward Fithian as secretary of the Com- 
mons Preservation Society in the follow- 
ing year. He was knighted in 1930 for 
his active work in the preservation of 
town and country amenities. 


A CONTINUOUS} 


WALLIING SYSTEM 


USE OF MOBILE CONCRETE 
BLOCK-MAKER 


A method of making concrete blocks 
for walls, the “Hyspecon” system, is 
announced by Hyspecon, Ltd., 6, Stanley 
Park-road, Wallington, Surrey. Ordinary 
cement is used, and any type of aggregate 
which may be available on the site— 
cinders, gravel, broken stone, etc., will 
suffice. 


The machine used to produce the wall 
is made of duralumin and aluminium. 
It is 2 ft. 9 in. long, 1 ft. 6 in. high, 4 in- 
wide. There is no top or bottom, and 
one of the ends is removable. The sides 
are hinged on the fixed end. 


The box is placed on the foundation 
for the wall and filled with concrete of 
fairly dry mix, being rammed with the 
punner provided. When full, the end 
plate is taken off, the sides opened by 
means of a link mechanism, and the box 
is slid from the block. It is claimed that, 
owing to the dry mix and ramming, the 
block will stand firmly although the 
cement has not even started to set. 


_ The end plate is left off and the box 
is closed again with its open end against 
the block just completed. It is filled as 
before, and so on, for the remainder of 
the wall. When one course has been 
completed, it must be left for eight hours 
before the machine is placed on it to 
make the second course, each course 
being 1 ft. 3 in. high. The machine is 
provided with built-in spirit levels to 
ensure that the wall is absolutely vertical 
and level. No skilled labour is required 

The machine described produces 4 
solid concrete wall 4 in. thick. To pro- 
duce a cavity wall another machine is 
used containing a tapered core for pro- 
viding the cavity. This gives a_ wall 
9 in. thick, with a 2-in. cavity which is 
continuous, the only connection between 
the inner and outer leaves of the wal! 
being special metal ties. This construc- 
tion is being used for houses. 

As each block is made against its neigh 
bour while the latter is still wet, there are 
no vertical joints, and a strong bond | 
made in the horizontal joints. Eithe: 
rod or mesh horizontal reinforcement to 
any length may -be used. The lengths ma: 
be lapped in the usual way, the maximum 
lap being 2 ft, 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Temporary Houses. 

Mr. Sparks raised the question of the 
temporary housing programme, and 
asked if the Government could give 
local authorities a clear line of policy 
showing what they might expect the 
Ministry of Health to do at the end of 
the life of this temporary ee tear 

Mr. L. J. Epwarps, the liamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Health, said 
it was rather early yet, before they had 
put up all the temporary bungalows, to 
begin to consider the question of their 
ultimate fate. A dominating factor which 
would have to be taken into considera- 
tion at the appropriate time would be the 
welfare of the community; whatever was 
done then must be in the best interests 
of the community. The temporary 
housing programme was never intended 
to be anything more than a stop-gap. 
Temporary houses had played an im- 
portant part in meeting immediate needs, 
but it would be generally agreed that 
they must be replaced as soon as pos- 
sible by houses of permanent construc- 
tion. The Minister would have to be 
vigilant in detecting any tendency to 
allow such premises to remain in being 
after outliving their usefulness. They 
ought not to shrink from the possibility 
that some of the houses would be occu- 
pied for more than ten years. At the 
end of the period local authorities could 
negotiate for an extension of the lease, 
but if the landlords proved obdurate 
application could be made to the 
Minister for authority to acquire the land 
compulsorily, and t authority would 
not be unreasonably withheld. 


Consultants’ Costs. 

Mr. Key (Minister of Works), replying 
to Mr. T. Brappock, said that local 
authorities incurred no expenditure on 
site works and erection of temporary 
houses. The fees payable by the Ministry 
of Works to private architects and quan- 
tity surveyors were included under the 
heading of Ministry of Works depart- 
mental expenses (Item 8 of Table 2 in 
Cmd. 7304), and amounted to about 10 
per cent. of that item. The average cost 
per house of fee or commission paid to 
the managing contractors was about 
£3 6s., covering the whole of their ser- 
vices: it was not possible to apportion 
the figure between production, distribu- 
tion and transport. 


Cost of Materials. 

In reply to Mr. Marpies, Mr. Key 
said that since the limit of £10 on 
building work permitted without a 
licence became applicable to the whole 
country on August 1, 1945, the Board of 
Trade Index of wholesale building 
materials prices had risen by 36 per cent. 
up to December, 1947. During the same 
period, standard hourly wage rates for 
building craftsmen and labourers rose by 
approximately 25 per cent. to 28 per 
cent., according to the grading of the 
district in which wages were payable. 


Appre' Council. 

COMMANDER MAITLAND 
Minister of Works to what extent the 
Building Apprenticeship Training Coun- 
cil were still urging the Juvenile Em- 
ployment Committees to increase the 
number of apprentices in the building 
trade. in view of the fact that the cuts 
made under the White Paper on Capital 
Investment in 1948 must inevitably result 
in the cancellation of a number of 
indentures, 

MR. Key said that the Building Ap- 
Prenticeship and Training Council were 
concerned to see that boys came forward 


asked the 
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for training as craftsmen so as to main- 
tain a balanced industry, and the 
Council were now reviewing the t 
arrangements in the light of the White 
Paper on Capital Investment. The 
Council had no direct contact with 
the Juvenile Employment Committees; 
the latter were local bodies advising the 
Juvenile Employment Service which was 
~ , nae of the Ministry of 
ur. 


Closed Brickyards, 

Mr. Dursin {in Sr x to Mr. PERRINS) 
said that in the Midland area 13 brick- 
yards closed between January 31, 1947, 
and January 31, 1948. 


Interest Increase. 


Sm RicnaRpD AcLAND asked the 


Minister of Health whether he would 
take steps to make available to local 
authorities, either by capital or annual 
payment, such sum as would compensate 
them for the extra burden imposed upon 
them by the recent increase in interest 
on housing loans. MR. BEVAN said that 
the recent increase in interest on housing 
loans was one of the factors which would 
be taken into account in the further 
review which would be made under 
Section 16 of the Housing (Financial 
and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1946, 
of the contributions payable under that 
Act. Legislation would be required for 
an increase of those contributions. 


The Westminster Plan. 

Mr. DriserG asked the Minister of 
Town and Country ‘Planning if he had 
yet considered the City of Westminster 
Plan and in particular that part envisag- 
ing the demolition of the Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden, and its rebuild- 
ing in Kensington or Belgravia; and if 
he would give an assurance that he 
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terested parties 
about the future of The Grotto, Oatlands 
Park, Weybridge, a building of architec- 
tural and historic interest, the Walton 
and Weybridge Urban District Council had 
licensed its demolition: and whether he 
would accelerate the issue of lists of such 
buildings under Section 42 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1944, in 
order to prevent further ignorant demoli- 
tions. . 

Mr. SILKiN said that the licence to 
demolish the building referred to was 
issued not by the Urban District Council 
but by the Ministry of Works in view of 
representations by the Surveyor to the 
District Council that the building was 
dangerous. He understood that the 
Surrey County Council learned about 
the proposed demolition too late for any 
representations to be made. Every effort 
— being made to expedite the issue of 
ists. 


New Towns. 

Mr. SILKIN, replying to COMMANDER 
MAITLAND, said that the Harlow Develop- 
ment Corporation had submitted for his 
approval a master plan, and would 
shortly begin development. The salaries 
paid annually to the members of the four 
Corporations so far designed to provide 
for industry and population decentralised 
from London and to the senior members 
of their staffs were as follows: Steven- 


ae £15,175; Harlow, £16,875; Hemel 





empstead, £17,350; Crawley, £17,400. 
Figures covering the salaries paid to the 
junior members of the staffs were not 
available. 


Timber Supplies. 

Mr. BEvAN, replying to Mr. Bossom, 
said that all houses for which approval 
or licences had been given had timber 
made available to them when required. 


Houses from Finland. 

Mr. Emrys HucGuHes asked the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade why an 
import duty of 20 per cent. was imposed 
on prefabricated w houses im- 
ported from Finland by the Scots 
Forestry Commissioners. 

Mr. HaroLp WILSON said that import 
duties were chargeable on abricated 
timber houses, as on ot dutiable 
items, whether the transaction was on 
private or public account. He was in- 
formed that the houses in question were 
correctly charged under the Tariff 
Schedule with the rate of duty appro- 
priate to those items. 

Electrical Work. 

In ly to Mr. Hurp, Mr. Bevan 
said he had not instructed local authori- 
ties to make a condition in building 
licences that electrical work should be 
done by one of the supply companies 
now being nationalised. 





LAW REPORTS 
SAW MILL ACCIDENT. 
CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIGENCE 


Court OF APPEAL. 

By Lorps Justices Scott, SOMERVELL 
and JusTICE EVERSHED 
Pattenden v. Round Timber Supply Co. 
and Stair (Engineering), Ltd. 

This was an appeal by the defendants 
—the Round Timber Supply Company 
and Stair (Engineering), Lid., of Tun- 
bridge Wells—from a decision of 
Commissioner Neve, K.C., at Lewes 
Assizes, awarding Mr. Percival Reginald 
Pattenden, of Eridge Green, Sussex, 
damages for injuries he received at a 
saw mill at Cross-in-Hand, Heathfield, 
on August 29 last year. 

Mr. Pattenden, an engineer, was in 
a trench in which were a revolving shaft 
and pulley wheel, forming part of the 
transmission of a circular saw. He was 
caught by the pulley wheel of the shaft 
and flung round. His spine was frac- 
tured, his shoulder dislocated, and he 
had a rib broken. He alleged that both 
defendants were guilty of negligence and 
breach of statutory duty, as the 
machinery was not fenced. 

Commissioner Neve gave judgment for 
Mr. Pattenden for £2,200 against the 
Round Timber Co. in respect of breach 
of statutory duty and for half the sum 
against both companies for negligence. 
He held that Mr. Pattenden himself had 
been negligent and that in consequence 
the damages of £2,200 should be reduced 
to £1,100. 

The companies now appealed from the 
findings of liability, and Mr. Pattenden 
asked for judgment for £2,200 in respect 
of all claims. 

Mr. Melford Stevenson, K.C., for the 
companies, challenged the findings of 
the Commissioner that the defence of 
contributory negligence did not avail 
against the claim in respect of breach of 
statutory duty. He contended further 
that the allegation to fence moving 
machinery did not apply to the machin- 
ery which, in this case, was no evidence 
of negligence against the appellant 
companies. He also contended that this 
was a case in which Mr. Pattenden had 
voluntarily accepted the risk. “ 

The court allowed the appeal in part, 
varied the order of the court below and 
dismissed the cross appeal. 

Lord Justice Somervell, with whom 
Justice Evershed agreed, held that there 
had been no breach of the Factory Act 
because there had not been sufficient 
opportunity to fence in the shafting, 
which had just been put in. On the 
question of Common Law liability, his 
lordship said that Mr. Martin, the man- 
aging director of the defendant companies, 
ought to have seen that no work was 
done in the trench while the shaft was 
rotating. Plaintiff was doing the riveting 
in the trench at Mr. Martin’s suggestion, 
and this was a breach of the defendant’s 
duty to take steps designed to protect 
the possibility of anyone getting in the 
trench while the shaft was rotating. The 
plaintiff was guilty of contributory negli- 
gence because he ought not to have 
worked in the trench wearing a,mackin- 
tosh or while the shaft was running. It 
was not a case in which the defence, that 
the plaintiff voluntarily accepted the risk, 
applied. 

Lord Justice Scott concurred in these 
conclusions, except that in his inion 
the plaintiff had no claim against Round 
Timber Co., who had not committed any 
breach of duty or had been negligent, 
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and the appeal of the company should 
be allowed. 

In the result judgment was directed 
to be entered for plaintiff for £1,100. 


HOUSE DESTROYED BY ENEMY 
ACTION. NO RIGHT OF TENANT 
TO REOCCUPY ON REBUILDING 


CouRT OF APPEAL. 
Before Lorp Justices TUCKER and 
COHEN and Mr. JUSTICE JENKINS. 


Ellis and Sons Amalgamated Properties, 
Ltd. v. Sisman. 

This was an appeal by Ellis and Sons 
Amalgamated Properties, Ltd., of Dover- 
street, Piccadilly, from a judgment of 
ludge Ralph Thomas, sitting at the 
Mayor’s and City of London Court, in 
favour of Mr. Stanley Frank Sisman, who 
was a tenant of appellants’ of a house 
at Cypress-road, Wealdstone, paying 
£1 2s. 6d. a week. 

The circumstances were as follows. 
Mr. Sisman had been tenant of the house 
and it came within the Rent Restrictions 
Act. In March, 1941, owing to enemy 
action, the house was rendered unfit for 
habitation and Mr. Sisman went else- 
where. No notices of disclaimer or reten- 
tion under the Landlord and Tenant 
(War Damage) Acts were served. and 
there was no communication between the 
parties before September. 1946. The 
house was pulled down and cleared away 
by the local authority. Then. when the 
house was being reconstructed on the 
site, the present action was started. In 
June, 1947, the appellants determined 
Sisman’s contractual tenancy. The 
appellants then brought their action in 
the City of London Court, contending 
that the house occupied by Mr. Sisman 
ceased to exist and that all his interest in 
the land had been determined and thev 
sought a declaration accordingly. 








UR— 
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In cleaning down paint, one third of the time 
can be saved by doing the job with Manger’s 
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Mr. Sisman claimed that under the Act 
of 1941 he had a right to occupy the 
house as rebuilt as a statutory tenant. 

Judge Thomas found in favour of the 
tenant, hence the present appeal. 

The Court, after legal arguments, 
allowed the appeal. 

Lord Justice Tucker, in giving judg- 
ment, said the question to be determined 
was one of law, whether on the facts, which 
were undisputed, this house could be said 
to have ceased to exist. In his view, it 
was impossible to say that the house in 
course of erection was the same house as 
that which had been damaged by enemy 
action and then pulled down. That, 
however, did not dispose of the case. for 
Mr. Sisman had remained throughout the 
contractual tenant of the site on which 
the old house stood. It had been argued 
that the Court could not determine a 

short tenancy,” but the Court could 
not read into the Act the provision sug- 
gested. It was impossible on the evi- 
dence and the County Court judge’s 
findings to say that this Partially erected 
house, at the expiration of the notice to 
quit, was a house which was let as a 
separate dwelling. It was not yet fit for 
habitation or oe of use as a dwelling 
house. Therefore the original house. 
having ceased to exist, the tenant could 
not claim the protection of the Rent Re- 
striction Acts and was not entitled to 
occupy the existing building now or at 
any future time. 

Lord Justice Cohen and Justice Jenkins 
agreed. 


ARBITRATION AWARD 
CHALLENGED 


Kinc’s BENCH Division. 
BEFORE JusTICE LYNSKEY. 
Glenfields Freeholds, Ltd. vy. 
H. 3. Smith 

This matter came before the Court by 
way of a motion by Glenfields Free- 
holds, Ltd., to set aside the award of 
an arbitrator. 

It appeared that the plaintiffs executed 
some rebuilding work at a bungalow at 
Farnborough, Kent, owned by Mrs. 
H. J. Smith. 

Mr. J. M. Asher, for the plaintiffs, 
said the bungalow had been damaged by 
enemy action and the defendant con- 
sulted his clients as to the work which 
was to be done, and they agreed to do 
the necessary work for £1,542. As the 
work proceeded his clients received in- 
Structions to carry out extra work, which 
cost £127. The work was ultimately 
stopped by the defendant and the dis- 
pute was referred to arbitration, with 
the result that the arbitrator found that 
though the defendant had employed an 
architect to look after her interests, she 
interfered directly with the work. He 
further found that some of the work and 
material was not of the standard to 
which the defendant was entitled. In his 
award the arbitrator deducted from the 
plaintiffs’ claim the cost of making good 
the work and assessed the balance duc 
to them at £202, after taking into con- 
sideration the amounts which defendant 
had paid on account. He awarded no 
damages to either side. With regard to 
the costs of the arbitration, he directed 
that the plaintiffs should pay two-thirds 
of the amount. 

Counsel said his motion was that ihe 
award should be set aside on the ground 
that the arbitrator had exceeded his 
jurisdiction, inasmuch as he had dis- 
regarded a mt arrived at during 
the hearing of the arbitration. He also 
contended that here the arbitrator had 
exceeded his jurisdiction as he disre- 
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garded the settlement when- he made his 
award, and further that the award was 
inconsistent, as, in fact, he awarded a 
sum which could only be construed as 
damages. Finally, he urged that there 
was no material before the arbitrator to 
warrant the order he made as to the 
costs of the arbitration. On these 
grounds he submitted that the arbitrator 
was wrong in arriving at the decision he 
had. 

Mr. F. S. Laskey, for the defendant, 
upheld the finding of the arbitrator, 
contending that he had not gone wrong 
in law or in fact. 

His lordship, in giving judgment, said 
he came to the conclusion that there was 
no ground in this case for interfering 
with the award. He took the view that 
the arbitrator had full power here to 
decide all the matters that arose in the 
case. He did not think the award was 
inconsistent, and it seemed to him that 
there was here ample material upon 


which he could make the award and. 


order which he did. He therefore dis- 
missed the motion with costs. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF 


INCENTIVES 
IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST 
AN URGENT plea for the speeding up of 


work on current building contracts 
and for reduced costs was made 
on February 20 by Mr. STANLEY 
HEARDER, Director of the National 


Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, at the annual dinner of the 
Cambridge Building Trades Employers’ 
Association in Cambridge. 

“To go slow to-day because of fear 
of cuts to come later in the year,” said 
Mr. Hearder, “is not only against the 
national interest but also 6ad policy for 
the building industry. Nothing succeeds 
like success, and I am satisfied that the 
more speedily current contracts are 
completed, the greater will be the 
prospect of an increase, instead of a re- 
duction, in the building programme when 
next it is reviewed. 

“By our wages agreement of last 
November, which provides for the intro- 
duction of systems of incentives, the 
building industry to a large extent antici- 
pated the recent White Paper on Personal 
incomes, Costs and Prices. That Paper 
made it clear that an all-round reduction 
of costs is vital to the country’s recovery. 
rhat, in large measure, was also the pur- 
pose of our incentives agreement. 

“It is, therefore, in the national in- 
terest that building trades employers on 
whom, under the wages agreement, rests 
the responsibility for taking the initiative, 
should introduce incentives on the 
widest possible scale. And in the work- 
ing out of these systems both employers 
and operatives should remember that 
there is a two-fold objective—reduced 
costs as well as quicker building.” 


Limestone Workers’ Holidays. 
Eastbourne is one of the first towns in 
the country to“ adopt ” an industry. It has 
selected the limestone industry, and this 
summer two or three champion workers 
nominated by the Limestone Federation 
will spend free holidays in the town. An 
exchange of greetings betwéen East- 
Sourne and Buxton, the centre of the 
industry, is being arranged. Rotary 
clubs and schools in Buxton and other 
‘imestone towns are being asked to help 
‘N providing material for a small exhibi- 
ton to be arranged at Eastbourne showing 
the production and uses of limestone. 
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to prevent 


FUEL STORAGE IN FLATS *o?s. stays the hopper’ from rnin oa 


NE of the difficulties encountered by 

those concerned with the i 
and construction of local authority flats 
is the provision of space for the conveni- 
ent storage of fuel. In order that plan- 
ners should be assisted in overcoming 
this problem the Coal Utilisation Joint 
Council has issued a memorandum giv- 
ing details of the fuel storage capacity 
required and recommending the most 
suitable position for the placing of the 
fuel store. 

The Memorandum suggests that 
wherever possible storage space should 
be provided for six weeks’ supply of fuei. 
Space for six cwt. is needed where an 
open fige, burning up 14 cwt. per week, 
is installed, but storage for half ton is 
required in a case where a continuous 
burning multi-duty appliance is used. 

Naturally, the amount of space needed 
varies with fuels of different density. In 
view of this, the Council’s recommenda- 
tions for the size of stores are as fol- 
lows: Open fire or stove (six cwt.), 14 
cu. ft. of coal, 24 cu. ft. of coke or 28 
cu. ft. of coalite; multi-duty appliance 
(10 cwt.), 23 cu. ft. of coal, 40 cu. ft. of 
coke or 45 cu. ft. of coalite. 

It is strongly urged that in all cases 
the space allocated should be sufficient to 
take the fuel having the least weight for 
a given volume. The minimum storage 
space recommended is therefore: Flats 
with open fire or stove, 28 cu. ft. 
(3 ft. x 3 ft. x 3 ft. 2 in.); flats with 
multi-duty appliance, 45 cu. ft. (3 ft. x 
4 ft. x 3 ft. 9 in). 

The coal store, which should be 
strongly constructed and well lined, 
should be placed on a balcony or land- 
ing external to the flat itself. If, how- 
ever, it is situated inside the flat there 
should be external access to it for the 
coalman in the form of an open-out 
hopper into which the fuel can be 
tipped. 

The hopper should be strongly con- 
structed, with solid cheeks to prevent 
fuel escaping, and the opening should be 
not less than 1 ft. 9 in. square. Strong 
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lower than about 20 deg. to. the hori- 


planning zontel, and ite lift when open should sot 


be more than 4 ft. from floor, which 
should be a hard, jointless surface. A 
hood fitted above the withdrawal ge 
inside the store will take the weight 
the fuel and will allow a stfficient 
quantity to fall forward into the 
shovelling area. 

Where labour is available, it may be 
found convenient to have a central store 
from which individual deliveries can be 
made to tenants. An alternative system 
for use where labour is not available 
would be the provision of a central store 
divided into individual lock-up compart- 
ments for. bulk —— The design of 
such stores could be based on the plans 
shown in the Council's publication 
“ Fuel Stores for Small Houses.” Both 
this booklet and “The Storage of Solid 
Fuel in Local Authority Flats ” are avail- 
able on application to the Coal Utilisa- 
tion Joint Council, 54, Victoria-street, 
London, S.W.1. 


A NEW TIMBER 
PRESERVATIVE 


A NEW preservative treatment for 
timber under all conditions of use has 
recently been developed by Messrs. Ward, 
Bienkinsop and Co., Ltd. This impregna- 
tion against all forms of rot is based on 
the known bacterial and fungicidal effi- 
ciency of phenyl fhercury combined with 
the anchoring properties of “ fixtan acid.” 
The research laboratories of this company 
were a for a substance with 
superior anchoring properties, and even- 
tually produced fixtan acid. It is odour- 
less and colourless and combines with 

heny!l mercury to form a powder that 
is readily sdluble in water (1 Ib. to 
100 gals.). The preservative for timber 
thus obtained has, it is claimed, five out- 
standing properties: (1) Deep penetration 
into timber by brushing, dipping and 
spraying. (2) Effective impregnation is 
fast to washing and weathering. (3) 
Growth of all forms of fungal attack is 
completely arrested. (4) Neither the 
solution nor the treated timber is danger- 
ous to handle. (5) Timber is entirely un- 
coloured, and may be polished or painted 
without difficulty. 

This phenyl mercury fixtan preservative 
is easy to handle, and the transport and 
storage costs are reduced to a minimum 
—— only supplied). It is also claimed 

at all construction timbers can be per- 
manently impregnated, before or after 
erection; mining timbers can be cheaply 
preserved; furniture, flooring or panels 
can be treated without odour or un- 
pleasant staining; greenhouses, seed-boxes 
and garden fences can be treated without 
danger to plant pollination; sap stain can 
be controlled in saw-mills and a longer 
life ensured for boats and launches. 


BUILDERS’ FOREMEN 


The annual social and dance of the 
Provident Institution of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works, 66, Portland- 

lace, W.1, was held at St. Pancras Town 

ll, Euston, on Tuesday. The president 
for the evening was Mr. Witrrep E. 
MULLEN, O.B.E., J.P., F.1.0.B., chairman 
of Mullen and Lumsden, Ltd. Music 
was provided by the Regina Octet, Mr. 
W. A. Parkes acted as M.C., and novelty 
dances were a special feature of a very 
pleasant evening. Proceeds from the 
event will go to the Institution’s bene- 
— fund. The secretary is Mr. E. J. 

arne. 
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WHEELS OF PROGRESS 


THE male eye rarely views with toler- 
ance the antics of a woman driver, but 
we venture to suggest that the same eye 
neglects to glance through the pages of 
history in search of the real cause of this 
charming twentieth-century phenomenon. 
If it were to do so it would be well ad- 
vised to choose the period towards the 
end of the nineteenth century, and it 
would almost certainly come to rest, with 
an accusing glare, at the date of Febru- 
ary 28, 1888, sixty years ago to-morrow, 
the day on which young Johnnie Dunlop 
made a trial trip on a tricycle which his 
father, John Boyd Dunlop, had fitted 
with pneumatic tyres. The introduction 
of the pneumatic tyre to the bicycle was 
responsible for the introduction of mem- 
bers of the fair sex to the highway. Off 
they rode, their dainty feet revolving 
rapidly and a thrill of satisfied superiority 
surging through their delicate minds. 
Then the inevitable tragedy occurred; the 
delicate minds started revolving as well, 
and were soon free-wheeling towards free- 
dom for women. Mr. Dunlop had 
certainly started something! 

But was it entirely due to Dunlop? It 
is commonly supposed that he was actu- 
ally responsible for the invention of the 
pneumatic tyre. This was not so. In 
1845 R.W. Thomson discovered the 
pneumatic principle, but was unable to 
put it to use for the simple reason that 
circumstances were unfavourable. The 
wheels of progress had not turned far 
enough for this inventor, but by 1888 
the existence of the bicycle demanded the 
application of the principle. Thus, the 
second inventor was successful, although 
he himself had only a limited faith in his 
patent. It was for other men to make 
pneumatic tyres detachable and prac- 
ticable for all forms of transport but, 
nevertheless, the principle, discovered by 
Thomson and applied by Dunlop, has 
never been improved upon. 

It is not possible to dwell upon this 
anniversary without realising the effect 
that the pneumatic tyre has had on in- 
dustrial progress, the valuable part that 
it played in the mechanised army of the 
last war and the comfort that it once 
afforded in a pastime known as pleasure 
motoring. Incidentally, it is a solemn 
thought that more than three thousand 
years ago the Pharaohs were wrestling 
with the problem of anti-vibration in 
transport, that sixty years ago a veterin- 
ary surgeon named Dunlop did much to 
solve this problem and that now, in this 
year of grace, a politician has abolished 
the problem of vibration completely for 
thousands of motorists all over the 
country. It is sometimes extremely diffi- 
cult to see in which direction the wheels 
of progress are revolving. 


TRADE NEWS 
A Recent Appointment. 

Major F. Bentley, M.B.E., M.I.M.T., 
A:M.Inst.B.E., has been appointed act- 
ing manager of the Manchester branch 
office of the Atlas Diesel Co., Ltd. The 
branch, which is situated at City-road, 
Gaythorn, Manchester, will deal mainly 
with the sale of the compressed air pro- 
ducts of the company. 


Staff Ball. 

On Tuesday, February 17, Wates, Ltd., 
of 1258-1260, London-road, Norbury, 
S.W.16, held their staff ball at the “ Grey- 
hound,” Croydon. Some 200 people 


. were present, and guests included repre- 


sentatives from many trade and contract- 
ing associates in the building and civil 
engineering world. 


THE BUILDER 


NEWS ITEMS 


Annual Conference. 


The seventh annual conference of the 
Federation of Master Builders will be 
held at Brighton on March 15, 16 and 17. 
The headquarters for the secretariat will 
be established at the Hotel Metropole. 
Plumbing Apprenticeship Council. 

Mr. D. N. Griffiths has been re-elected 
chairman and Mr. H. W. Mole, 
F.R.L.B.A., M.LStruct.E., has been re- 
elected hon. secretary and treasurer of 
the Plumbing Trades National Appren- 
ticeship Council. 


Cornish Unit Houses. 


The Housing Committee of the London 
County Council report that their attention 
was drawn to the possibilities offered by 
Cornish Unit houses involving a mini- 
mum use of skilled building trade labour 
and materials in short supply. These 
houses are constructed of precast con- 
crete units manufactured from material 
from china clay refuse dumps in Corn- 
wall. As used in Cornish Unit houses, 
the material is waterproof and the ex- 
ternal face of the castings is smooth and 
clean and of a creamy white colour. The 
units, which are largely capable of pre- 
fabrication by factory methods, are used 
in the ground floor only, the first storey 
being contained in a mansard roof of 
timber construction covered externally 
with clay tiles or red cedar shingles. A 
pair of Cornish Unit houses are to sbe 
erected at the Ideal Home Exhibition at 
Olympia, and an offer has been received 
to re-erect them afterwards, complete for 
occupation, at one of the Council’s es- 
tates for £2,600. The houses are of the 
three-bedroom type, and the Minister of 
Health has approved them as being of 
satisfactory construction. A suitable site 
is available at Brook Estate, Greenwich, 
and the appearance of the houses would 
enhance the variety and amenity of the 
estate. The Cornish Unit house was de- 
signed by Mr. A. Edgar Beresford, 
F.R.1.B.A., and illustrated in our issue of 
December 13, 1946. 
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Books for the Technician. 


{slington public libraries have issued a 
leaflet giving details of recently published 
technical books which are available at 
the five libraries in the borough. The 
subjects listed on the leaflet include build- 
ing design and construction, surveying 
and engineering, carpentry and joinery, 
electrical and mechanical engineering, 
metallurgy and metal trades, 


Officers Appointed. 

At the second annual general meeting 
of the National Federation of Master 
Steeplejacks and Lightning Conductor 
Engineers, held at the Crown Hotel, Bir- 
mingham, on Tuesday, February 17, the 
officers of the Federation were elected as 
follows: President, Mr. Donald Camp- 
bell, of Messrs. J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd.: 
Vice-President, Mr. Albert Beaumont, of 
Messrs. F. E. Beaumont; Council, Mr. W. 
Bacon, of Messrs. Wm. Bacon and Co.; 
Mr. J. F. Braithwaite, of Messrs. Altitude 
Contracting, Ltd.; Mr. R. Gibbons, of 
Messrs. C. Wilson (Steeplejacks), Ltd.; 
Mr. S. Larkins, of Messrs. W. Larkins; 
and Mr. R. A. Price, of Messrs. R. C. 
Cutting and Co., Ltd. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Baillieston—New school buildings proposed 
at public school, for which the architect is W 
Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. , 

Dumbartonshire.—New garage proposed at 
Whiteinch Goods Station, for which the archi 
tect is C. W. Smith, 185, Earl-st., Glasgow. 

Edi .—A. R. Lee, Sunbury-pl., Edin- 
burgh, to erect large garage, petrol filling 
station, etc., at Glasgow-rd., Corstorphine, at 
£12,000. Plans by A. L. Goodwin, 10, Wemyss 
pl., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Additions and alterations at York 
st., for which the architects are Lennox and 
MacMath, Blythswood-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Alte?ations and additions, etc., at 
Muirhead and Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., at Sauchic 
hall, Renfrew and Cambride-st., for which the 
architects are Wright and Kirkwood, Blyths 
wood-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—New school buildings proposed at 
Knightswood-rd., for which the architect is John 
MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Additions and alterations at Crew- 
rd., for which the architecf is Peter Shenlin 
242, Crew-rd., Partick. 

Greenock.—New nurses’ home proposed at the 
Rankine Maternity Hospital, for which the 
architects are Cullen, Lockhead 
Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open wi 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not ir 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Thos 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are thos 
for the submission of tenders; a-dagger (t 
denotes closing date for applications; the nam: 
and address at the end refer to the perso 
from whom particulars may be obtained 


BUILDING 


MARCH 1. 

+*Aberystwyth T.C.—34 Airey houses at (a: 
Tase site and 6 Airey houses at Plas Hellz 
site. J. B. McGaw, A.M.Inst.C.E., B.S. and 
Water E., Park-ave. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Audenshaw U.D.C.—32 houses (first sectio 
of larger scheme). Clifford Wild, archite 
Bridge-st.-chbrs., 72, Bridge-st., Manchester, 
Dep. £2. Tenders by March 15. 


MARCH 3. : 
*Forden R.D.C.—Site preparation an 
erection of 8 Airey houses at Churchstok: 
Walter B. Bond, F.R.I.C.S., Colmore-chbrs., 
Newhall-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £2 
Tenders by March 22. 
+*Forden R.D.C.—6 traditional houses, 


and Brown 


wit 
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service road, drainage 
plant, at Middletown. 
F.RLCS., Colmore-chbrs. 
Birt ningham, 3. Dep. 
March 22. 


and sewage ;. “a 


= 
Newuctoee 


3. 
2s. Tenders by 


MARCH 4. 
+*Folkestone T.C.—24 houses, contract A, at 
Horn-st. site No. 2. B.E. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by March 31. 
t*Staffg C.C.—Kitchen and dining-room at 
Chadsmoor Central County Secondary (Modern) 
School, Cannock. Cc . Stillman, Architect 


and S., County Ed. Offices, Earl-st., Stafford. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 5. 
t*Watford ¥.C.—Repairs and painting of 
houses at various estates. >». Sage, 
4 M.Inst.C.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 6. 
Bideford R.D.C.—6, 8 or 10 Airey houses at 
Hartland Town, including access road, 
sewerage, uae main extension, etc. J. C. 


Williams, 17, Market-pl. Dep. £2 2s 
}*Pelixetews U.D.C.—8 houses at site No. 4, 


west of Grange-rd. C., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
+*Wimbledon T.C.—i2 flats at Pelham-rd. 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £5 5s. 
MARCH 8, 
*Ohertsey U.D.C.—Conversion of “ Pinefield.”’ 
Church-rd., Addlestone, into 3 flats. E. and S. 
Dep. £1 Is. 


Grimsby T.C.—46 houses at Nunsthorpe. J. Vv. 
Oldfield, M.Inst.C.E., Municipal Offices, Town 
Hall-sq. Dep, £5. 

*Guernsey, C.1. —6 houses at Grande Maisons- 
rd., St. Sampon’s. E. F. Lainé, States E., States 
Office. Guernsey. Dep. £1. 

Watford R.D.C.—8 houses (type C.1) near 
Willow-way, Radlett. Council Offices, Wyngard 
House. Langley-rd.. Watford. Dep. £1 1s. 


MARCH 9. 
Bedwas and Machen U.D.C.—10 houses 
Maesycwmmer site. E. and S. Dep. £3 3s. 
Lianfairfechan U.D.C.—11 houses at Penbryn. 
W. W. Roberts, C., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 10. | 
Stourbridge T.C.—External repairs and decora- 


at 


ions to 206 houses. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
. MARCH 12. 
East Suffolk 6C,C.—Alterations tw Stow 
Lodge, Public Assistance Institution, Stow- 
: arket, amd erection of new nurses’ home. 


J. Symcox, County A inna | Hall, Ipswich. 


De p. £2 2s. Tenders by. April 9 
MARCH 13. 
Billericay U.D.C.—12, houses at Tye Common- 
re H. Mayhew, F.LA.S., S.. Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 15. 

*Canterbury T.C.—Site No. 1: 10 houses at 
Martyrs Field; site No. 2: 22 houses at Spring- 
la. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

30~—=s dwellings at 


Chippenham T.c. 
“ Derriads,” with sible addition of 6 dwell- 
ings adjoining Ladyfield-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


Liverpool 7.0, Erection of Speke Secondary 


Modern School. City A. and Director of 
Housing. Dep. £2 2s 
+*Portsmouth 7.C.—Reinstatement of war 


damage and alterations and additions to nurses’ 


home No. 1, St. Mary’s Hospital, Milton-rd. 
City A. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Wembli T.C.—Erection of 30 or 6 houses 
Fryent estate, Church-la., Kingsbury. 
Boro’ Treas. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 16. 
Ryde T.C.—Erection of Information Bureau 


ane Superintendent’s Office at Western 
Esplanade-gdns. B.S., 5, Lind-st. 
MARCH 17. 
Exeter T.C. — Erection of Summerway 
Primary School, Pinhoe-rd. estate. City Treas. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Huntingdon R.D.C.—6 — of Airey houses 
it Sawtry. W. Midwood, C., Montagu House. 
Huntingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 
Newtownards R.D.C.—74 houses 
Roe Stevenson and Sons, 71, Gt. 
Belfast. Dep. £2 2s. 

Tunbridge Wells B.C.—(a) 18 houses at 
is dge-rd. estate, and (b) 6 houses at Clifton- 

H. P. Bishop, B.S. and Water E., Town 
Hf ill. Dep. £3 3s. for (a).and £1 1s. for (b). 


at 4 sites. 
Victoria-st.. 


MARCH 18. 
re Pa E.C.—Alierattons and additions to 1, 
‘he Factory, Castle-rd., Salisbury. County A., 
County Hall, Trowbridge. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 19. 


Hertford R.D.C.—4 houses at Birch Green. 


He riingfordbury. A. E. Williams, C., Council 
ffices, 20, Castle-st. Dep. £3. 
Hoddesdon .C.—12 houses. at Forres 
estate. E. and §. Dep. £3 3s. 


Saltera T.6.—Single storey brick building 
“ith patent concrete flat roof for ante-natal 
ic at Hope Hospital. City E. an £2 2s 
Sundertand C.B.—Erection alley-rd. 


Pr ‘mary Infants’ School and kitchen dining 
its ™m™. Education Architect, Mowbray-villas. 
‘) bope-rd. Dp. £2 2s. 
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Sunderiand €.C.—Erection of tee Whe 
Primary Junior School and kitchen ning 
room. Ed. Architect, ee Villas, Pie ne 
rd., Sunderland. Dep. £2 2s 


MARCH 20. 

*Bowdon U.D.C.—4 “ of houses at Priory- 
rd. site, scheme No. 2. W. Jackson, C., Council 
ye eg Richmond.td_ Bowdon, Ches. Dep. 

Wexford 8.C.—74 houses at Slippery ga 
J. J. Byrne, T.C., Town Hall. Dep. £10 1 


MARCH 22. 

Luton T.C.—Primary sub-station building 
and laying of extension to concrete access road 
at Sundon switching station, Chalton Village. 
Beds. Boro’ E.E., St. Mary’s-rd., Luton. 


£2 2s. 
Py wee 23. 
Littlehampton D.C.—6 pairs of houses at 
Lyminster-rd. E, aad S. Dep. £2 2s 


MARCH 24 
Wandsworth B.C.—Repairs to Nos. 16, 20, 22, 
24 and 28. Shoreham-st. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 1s 


MARCH 26. 

T.C.—82 houses with external 
services and site works at Academy-rd. Roe, 
Stevenson and Son, Quantity Surveyors, 71, Gt. 
Victoria-st., Bel fast. Dep. £5. 


Dep. 


MARCH 31. 
Shoreditch B.C. — Erection of one-storey 
ublic wash-house addition at Haggerston 
aths. Boro’ A. and S., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s 
APRIL 3. 


Doncaster T.C.—Demolitions, alterations and 


erection of additional wings at High Melton 
Hall for conversion into teachers’ training 
college. W. W. Thomas, Ed. Architect, Wood- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 
t*Hampstead v.06. Extereal paintwork and 
repairs at following estates: Westcroft estate, 
Cricklewood (1) 168 flats, (2) 122 houses; South 
End-close, Hampstead (3) 140 flats. H. Harrold, 
TC. 


MARCH 
Dukinfield T.C.—B.E. d's . (Materials). 
Tenterden T.C.—B.S. (Materials) 
Wednesfield U.D.C.—E. gaat 8S. (Materials). 
Widnes T.C.—B.F. and S 


MARCH | 9. 
Keighley T.C.—B.E. and S. 


(Materials). 
Newbury &.D.C.—External painting of 129 
houses at various sites. S., Phenix House. 


Bartholomew-st. 
Walton and Weybridge 
(Materials). 


MAR 12, 
Coventry T.C.—City nn and 8. (Materials). 


U.D.C.—E. and § 


maney 13. 
Leigh T.C.—B.E. Pw ;*- . (Materials). 
Maesteg U.D.C.— _ (Material 8). 


Use CROID 
-the 
modern 





glue 


Behind the success of 
CROID glue in industry 
lies the story of Croid 
Service. This Service 
carefully studies each 
manufacturer's problems 
and prescribes the right 
grade of CROID for his 
requirements. The num- 
ber of satisfied users is a 
tribute as' much to the 
Service as to CROID 
itself. 


Croid saves time 
and trouble 


@Croid Limited, 109 Kingsway. London. W.C2 








Camberweil.— 
rd. and 68-83, Phili 


(Materials) 
). 


MARCH 
Grantham T.0.—B.E. an 
MARCH 


Bedworth U.D.C.—E. and 8S. (Materials 
High Wycombe T.C.—B.E. (Materials) 


MARCH 19. 
Gillingham T.C.—B.E. and 8. (Materials). 
Westhoughton 3 et —s. (Mate rials). 


RCH 20. 
Egham v.0.0—t and 8. # materiale 
Heanor U.D.C.—R. Archer, 


(Materials). 
MARCH 22, 
*L.C.C.—Repainting Chelsea Bridge. 
E. Dep. £2. 
Middleton T.C.—B.E. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 8, 

Birkenhead T.C.—Laying of cast-iron and 
steel mains, etc., at Ruthin a Mold. Water 
E., 601, Boro hd. Dep. £3 

Farnworth C.—Surface ye AMEE of roads. 
B.E. and 8. 


Newquay U.D.C.—Sewers, etc., and demoli- 
tion of existing disposal] works and construc- 
tion of new works at Crantock. E. and S&S. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

ARCH 9. 


Bridge-Blean R. Do. yds. of 4-in. cast- 
iron water main. Miles, Building 8., Council? 
Offices, Old oviy rd., Canterbury. 

Folkestone T.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 


MARCH 13. : 

Kingsclere and Whitchurch R.D.C.—Site road 
and footpaths with sewers and cowage disposal 
works at Ashford Hill site No. 55 Henshaw 


“6. 
&. 
16. 
Ss 


M. tvtun.x. 


Chief 


(Materials) 


(F.), Westminster Bank-chbrs., Andover. Dep. 
£2 2s 
MARCH 16. 
Pembroke &.D.C.—Provision, laying and 


jointing of about 94 miles of Sin, spun-iron 


pipes, etc., in various parishes. J. Owen Parry 
and Lewis, Ammanford. Dep. £5 5s. 
MARCH 17. 


West Hartiepoo! C.8.—Surface dressing of 
approx. 150,000 sq. yds. of roads. B.E. Dep. £5. 


MARCH 18. ; 
Newport C.B.—Construction of purification 
works. B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 
MARCH 20. 
Clacton -U.D.C.—Construction of foul sewers 
in northern area. E. and 8. . Dep. £2 2s. 
Hertford R.D.C.—Site preparation works at 
} actataes C., 20, Castle-st., Hertford. Dep. 


MARCH 22. 
Chesterton R.D.C.—Works of sewerage in two 
contracts in various parishes. Willcox, Raikes 
and Marshall, 33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham 3. 


Dep. £10 10s 
MARCH 24. 
<de-la-Zouch U.D.C.—7,000 yds. of 6 in. 
and 9-in. stoneware and 12-in. concrete sewers 
and extensions to sewage disposal works at 


Willesley-la. Pick, Everard, Keay and Gimson, 
6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 29. 
Cannock U.D.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 
E. and 8. 
APRIL 1. 
Notts C.C.—Making up various streets 
County 8. Dep: £5. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 
Barnes.—Hovusinc.—Town Planning Com- 


mittee approved in principle plans for redevelop- 
ment of site bounded by Queen’s-ride, St. 
Mary’s-grove and Putney Lower-common by 
erection of 42 houses for Barnes Workhouse 
Charity. 

Barnes.—F1.ats.—Town Planning Committee 
approved erection of 8 flats in two blocks on 
site of 48-52, Ranelagh-gdns., for Prudential 
Assurance Co. 

—F.ats.—T.C. to erect 16 flats for aged 
people at Mullins-path, Mortlake. 
—Dwe..ixes.—B.C. approved erec 
tion of 14 cottages and maisonettes on St 
Marychurch-st. site. 

Bermondsey.—Civic Centre.—B.C. to acquire 
cleared site of Spa Mansions for civic centre. 
ag pe Scnoo..—Kent E.C. te 
purchase land for primary schools at Hurst-rd. 
oo ee Kent E.C. to 

—Pxrimary Scnoo..—Kent E.C. to pur- 
chase land for Princes’ Plain county ry 


school. 
er ae ag * tans ‘by J aioe. 
ans rey. 
56, Bakios: st., Chelsea, 8.W. 
neg Ssuora. provincia 
atres, Lt en 
Wi acquired site on Roding-valley estate for 
cinema shops. 


and Partners, 


Chislehurst and Sidoup.—Pxmary Scoot. 
Kent E.C. to purchase lan@ for primary school. 
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Groydea.—Scnoot.—B.C. to build Spring Park 
county primary school. B.C. to build Heath- 
field mixed secondary modern school off Selsdon 
Park-:d. B.C. to build Ingram school. 

ig a ae ae B.C. seeking loan sanc- 
tion from M. of H. for purchase of 50, £2, 
Albert-rd.; 35, Bensham Manor-rd.; 31, 33, 14, 
2B, Cranmer-rd. ; 48, 62, 68, 70, 72, 77, 79, 81, 86, 
Denmark-rd. ; 7i, 72, Forster-rd.; 17, 19, 21, 23. 
27. 33, Grange Pa-:k-rd.: 12. Mari. yn-rd.; 35-43 
(odd), Northwéod-rd. ; 31, 45, 47, Pawsons-rd. ; 
2%, Pridham-rd. East and land on east side of 
24 and at rear of 16-24, Pridham-rd. East; land 
between 15 and 21-2ia, Selhurst New-rd.; 48, WD, 
54, Woodville-rd. 

— Hovsine. — B.C. 
acquisition of following sites for h« 
poses: Grange Park-rd., Woodville-rd., 
rd.. Pawsons-rd., Wisbeach-rd. 

Dartford.—Kent E.C. to purchase 
primary school at Heath Farm 

Depttord.—Hovsinec.—B.C. to make Compul- 
sory Purchase Orders for sites on estate of the 
Haberdashe-s’ Company; include two 
sites in Erlanger-rd. and two in New Cross-rd 
with return frontages in Goodwi _ rd 

Deptford.—Orrice Accommopation.—B.C. to 
acquire land at junction of New Crosned and 
St. James’s for erection of temporary office 
buildings 

East Ham.— _— ul D ING by A. R 
Upsdale. F.S.L, Romfor d be ‘Makes Park, 
E.12, for somlaie shops and houses, 738-744, 
Romford-rd. 

Enfield.—Suors ann Friars —R. W. King 
(Builders), Ltd.. Commerce estate, Woodford- 
ay.. N.18, submitted to B.C. scheme for 8 shops 
with flats over and flanked by blocks of flats. 

Finsbury.—Resvui.pine.—Of part of blocks G. 
and H., Peabody-bidgs., Farringdon-rd., by Pea- 
body Donation Fund, 15, Buckingham-st., 
Strand, W.C. 

Golders Green.--Resutmpixc.—Plans by F. W. 
Charity (F.), 83, Pall Mall, S.W.1, for rebuild- 
ing 123-125, Hendon-way. 

Golders Green.—-Resvui.pinc.—Plans by Estate 
Department, Prudential Assurance Co., Litd., 
Holborn Bars, E.C.1, for rebuilding houses in 
Princes-parade, N.W. 

Greenwich.— Repevetorpment.—L.C.C. consider 
ing application for redevelopment of East Green- 
wich section of Morden College estate. Plans 
by suzveyor’s office, 35, Maidenstone-hill, 8.E.10. 

Hampstead.—Hovusinc.—L.C.C. to acquire mte 
with frontages to Mortimer-cres., Mortimer-pl., 
Kilburn-priory and Greville-rd. for housing de- 
velopment. 

Harrow.—Hosritat.—Governors of Charing 
Cross Hospital acquired site for new hospital 
and medical schools. Architects, Adams, 
Holden and Pearson (FF.R.I.B.A.), London 
University, W.C.1. 

Hendon.—Synacocur.—B.C. approved erection 
of synagogue at junction of Bridge-la. and 
North Circular-rd. 

Hornsey.— ReeviLpina. —of houses, 2-4, Cecile 
Park, N.8, approved by B.C. Plans by Ander- 
son, Forster and Wilcox, 8, Stone-bldgs., 
Lincoln’s Inn, W.C.2. 

islington.—Fiats.—B.C. propose 74 flats on 
Sparsholt-rd. housing site. 

Kensington.—Hovusinc.—B.C. negotiating with 
M.O.H. regarding proposed Becher-st. housing 
scheme. First stage to cost £235,000. Plans by 
E. an (F.), 19, Manchester-sq., W.1. 

rane gong y TM hames.— Ministry approval ob 
tained to B.C.’s scheme for 272 flats, 28 cottages. 
2 shops and 10 garages on Kingsnympton Hall 
site. Quantity surveyors are Messrs. Langdon 
and Every. 

Lewisham.—Hovstnc.—L.C.C. to build 6 
houses in Keedonwood-rd. 

Lewisham.—Hovsine.—L.C.C. to acquire site 
on west side of Bromiey-rd., between Allerford- 
rd. and Watermead-rd.. for housing develop- 
ment. 

Morden.—Fiats.—B.C. have submitted to 
~ pe plans for 132 municipal flats in Central- 
rd. 

Muswell Hill. — Resvuipinc.— Of ~- houses, 
Queen’s-ave , for Prudential Assurance Co., Ltd., 
Holborn Bars, E.C.1. Chief surveyor, G. A. 
Coombe, F.S.L. 

Orpington.—Primiry Scnoo..—Kent E.C. to 
purchase site at World’s End-la. for primary 
school. 

Paddi 

temporary 


site. 
Paddington.—Hovsixe.—B.C. to acquire site 
for housing purposes. 


negotiating for 
musing pur- 
Addison- 


land for 


these 


~Temporary Scnoo..—B.C. to erect 
special school on Monmouth-rd. 


in Barrie-st. 
Paddington.—Fiats.—Adaptation of 6 and 7, 
Hyde Park-sq. as 10 flats for B.C 
Stoke Newington.—Dwei.tincs.—B.C. to erect 
Se: on site at rear of 160, Albion-rd. 
iton.—Fiats.—Kingsten T.C. to acquire 
by compulsory purchase site at junction of 
Grove-rd. and Maple-rd. for erection of 30 flats. 
w tow. —- Hovstnc.— B.C. to make 
oa icionee —* for site at Fal- 
-ave on-ave. for housing purposes. 
althamstow.—Houstxe.—B.C. to erect 12 
houses on Lowther-rd./Hizham Hill-rd. site. 
Willesden.—ApbITION. -operative Wholesale 
Society, Lid.. 9, Leman-st., Stepney, E., to 
build ‘additional storey to premises at Lexden 
got Plans by staff architect, W. J. 


Com 
mont 
w 
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Aldington.—Kent E.C. to purchase land for 
erection of County Primary school. 

Barnoldswick.—West Riding E.C. propose 
county college. 

Batiey.—T.C. propose development of Field- 
house-la. estate, Birstall, for housing estate. 

Blyth.—T.C. received sanction to erect another 
68 housés. The work will be allocated with 
local builders. 

Brenchiey.—Kent E.C. to purchase land for 
Paddock Wood County Modern school. 

Brighton.—E.C. forwarded to M.O.E. pre- 
liminary plans for Woodingdean school at 
£108,000. Architect, D. J. Howe, 26-30, King’s- 
rd., Brighton. 

roadstairs.—Scheme for adapting Rimpton 
Court as children’s home for Kent C.C. ap- 
proved by Home Office at £6,744. 

Bromsgrove.—Eim Metal, Ltd., West Heath, 
propose factory at Cofton Hackett; Atkinson's 
srewery Co., Ltd., Queen’s-rd., Birmingham, 
propose structural alterations at Roebuck inn, 
High-st.—R.D.C. propose houses at Parsonage- 
dr., Cofton Hackett, Shaw-la., Stoke Prior, and 
School House Farm, Romsley. 

Bucks.—County E.C. submitted following 
school building programme for 1948-9 to M.O.E. 
for approval:-—Secondary Modern — school, 
Stoke-rd., Slough; Infant schools at Western 
House, Cippenham, Wexham-rd., Slough, and 
Totteridge, High Wycombe ; Junior and Infant 
school, Holtspur; Secondary Modern school, 
Aylesbury, and Junior and Infant school, Chor- 
ley Wood. 

Burton-on-Trent.—Staffs C.C. propose adapt- 
ing Rangemore Hall and grounds for special 
residential school. 

Buxton.— Derbys. 
Harpur-hill sehool. 

Cardiff.—Pians approved for 32 Haig Memo- 
rial erage | at Rumney. for British Legion, 6, 
Duke-st.. St. James's, S.W.1. Architect, L. C. 
Powell (F. 4 Norfolk House, Station-rd., Ches- 
ham, Bucks : 

Cardif.—S. A. Brains & Co. Ltd. Old 
Brewery, Cardiff, considering erection of public- 
house at Three Arches-ave. Plans by Sir Perey 
Thomas & Son, 10, Cathedral-rd.. Cardiff. 

Chestfield.—_Kent E.C. to purchase land for 
Secondary school. 

Chichester.—Stringers & Co., 18, North-st., 
propose to rebuild factory at Chapel-st. Plans 
by W. Goodchild (F.), 565, West-st., Chichester. 

Cosham (Hants).—Healey & Evans, Lid., 
builders, 136, Victoria-rd. North, Southsea, pre- 
pared plans for 107 houses, roads, etc., at Kin- 
ross-rd. 

Coventry.— Dunlop Rubber Co., Lid., Fort Dun- 
lop, Birmingham, considering plans for exten- 
sions and alterations to wheel workshops. 

Crawley. Horsham R.D.C. to build houses on 
No. 4 site. Plans by Goodman & Kay, Bank- 
chbrs., Carfax, Horsham, Sussex. 

Crayford.—Kent E.C. to purchase land at 
Colyers-la. for Primary school. 

Darley Dale.—Home Brewery (o., Lid.. The 
Brewery, Daybrook, Notts, propose hotel at 
Dale- rd. ‘South. 


E.C. propose extensions at 
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Denton.—U.D.C. received consent for 44 addi 
tional houses at St. Lawrence-rd. and Lees 
House Farm estate. 
.—Justices approved erection of 
1” inn at junction of Leeds-rd. and 
High-st., Shaw Cross. 

Doncaster.—Alierations and improvements 
proposed at 1-3a, Baxtergate and 74, Frenc!} 
Gate, by Montague Burton, Lid., Hudson-rd 
Mills, Leeds. Staff Architect, N. Macztin (A.) 

Dover.—Kent E.C. to purchase site for Dover 
Buckland Valley County Primary school. 

Eccles.—T.C. approved :—Extensions at Ba 
ton Hall Works, Patricroft, for L. Gardner 4 
Sons, Ltd.—-Lancs E.C. propose school at Elles 
mere Park. 

Ellesmere (Salop).—R.D.C. propose houses at 
Weston, Petton, Hordiey and Lyneal. Plans 
by A. E. Williams (L.), Dogpole-chbrs., Shrews 
bury 

EE ~Kent E.C. to purchase site for 
Primary school in Broc kman-rd. 

Formby.—Lancs E.C. propose extensions a! 
Secendary Modern school. 

Gateshead.—Newcastie Breweries, Ltd., Hay 
market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, seeking sanction to 
erect licensed premises at Chow Dene. 

Gatley (Ches.).—J. Hanson, Prince of Wales 
inn, Gatley Green, propose rebuilding Prince 
of Wales inn site at Church-rd. 

Hastings—Plummer Roddis, Ltd., propose 
alterations and additions to premises at Robert 
son-st. Architects are George Baines & Sons, 
121, Victoria-st., 8.W.1. 

Hastings (Sussex). —War damage reinstate 
ment to be carried out at 25, Norman-rd., St 
Leonards, for A. T. Towner, Ltd. Plans by 
Henry Ward & Sons, Bank-bidgs., Hastings 

High Wycombe.— Bucks E.C. proposes to erect 
school canteen adjoining Mill End Secondary 
Modern school. 

Hollingbourne.—Kent E.C. 
for County Primary school. 

ornchurch.—U.D.C. approved synagogue at 
Woburn-ave., Elm Park. 

Hornchurch.—U.D.C. considering acquisition 
of land off Ingrebourne-gdns., Cranham, for 
erection of community centre. 

Hornsea.—U.D.C. propose 76 houses and 
shops at Barton estate. 

Langton (Kent).—Revised proposals prepared 
for reinstatement and adaptation of Ashurst 
pl. as children’s home for Kent C.C. (Est. 
cost £21,480.) 

Lichfield.—Bound Brook Bearings (G.B.) 
Ltée Birch-rd., Birminghara, propose factory 
at Trent Valley industrial estate. 

Lowestoft.—New offices, workshops and stores 
are proposed to be erec ted at Battery Green 
rd. for the Boston Deep Sea Fishing and Ice 
Co., Ltd.” Architect, E. ©. Allerton (L.), 4a, 
London- rd., South Lowestoft. 

Macclesfield.—R.D.C. propose 40 bungalows 
for aged persons on 7 sites. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved:—Light factory 
at Clarence-st., Cheetham, for Cheetwood 
Estates, Ltd.; additions to factory, Woodward 

1, New Islington, Ancoats. for Associated 

echnical Manufacturers. Lid. (architects 
Haliday & Agate (FF.). 14, John Dalton-st.) ; 
alterations to shops and flats at 49-51, Wilmslow 
rd.. Rusholme, for William Timpson, Ltd 
Empiric House, Great Ducie-st. (architect, R. P 
Rosling) ; factory at York-st., Hulme, ‘for J 
Losch, 40, Crosscliffe-st., Moss ‘Side; extensions 
to works, Great Jackson-st., Hulme, for F 
McCormick & Co., Ltd. 

Matiock.—Offilers Brewery Co., Ltd. he 
Brewery. peo propose hotel at Huvoley > 

ales 


estate, Two i ; 
Tyne.—C. Solomon, St. 
is architect for garage, 


to purchase land 


Mary = 
show 


Newcastle-on- 
pl., Newcastle, 
room and filling station at Chillingham-rd., f 
A. Bh cone 447, Chillingham-rd. 

.—Co-operative Society, Ltd., 


Fem ee st., propose shops and flats at Bush 
lands-rd. estate. —Mary Channell (G.B.), Lid. 
a egg factory and 32 houses at Broekhall-rd 


Oldham.—T.C. approved:—Office and cantee’ 
factory at Featherstall-rd. North for T. Otte 
well & Co., Ltd.; offices, showrooms and stores 
at Crossbank-st. for Lees Bros., Ltd.; cantee! 
at St. Stephen’s C.E. school.—Trustees of ™ 
Anne’s R.C. Church propose church at Abbe 
Hilis-rd.—T.C. received sanction to borr 
£54,300 for 44 Airey houses at Limeside. 

Orpington.—U.D.C. approved scheme 
erection of £0 permanent houses for agricu 
tural workers. 

Oxfordshire.—C.C. proposes Secondary Gran 
mar school for girls at Holton Park, Wheatle 
subject to sonreval of the M. of E. 

R.D.C. considering plans 

B. Stokeley, Hen: ry-st.. Peterborough, for d« 
velopment her’ housing of Eastfield rw? 

.—Marks & Spencer, Litd.., 
st., W.1, con soy ee - alterations and additi ns 
at Bridge-st. 1 y James M. Munro 
Sons, 11, Old Queen-st., S.W.1 

innicott ng Ltd., 6, Bedfo~ 
ter., Tavistock- rd.. propose new warehouse a! 
showrooms at Errington-rd. Plans by H 
Cameron Beaumont (A.), 78, Tor-la., Hartles 


Plymouth. 
Portsmouth. —E.C. approved estimate 
£240,000 for extension and alterations to Tec! 


e.° 
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nical Coll Plans by Adrien A. Sharp fh. 
City A., 1, Wes tern-parade, Southsea, Han 
Reading. —— and additions to Print 
ing works and offices, for Eastern Press, Ltd 
Plans by Sainsbury & Chamberlain, 14, Cross- 


st., Reading. 

r Cc. oved :—Extensions to 
works at Lile -st. for, Whitworth ; offices at 
Vale Mill, John-st.. for M.O.W., 76, Newton- 

Manchester 1. 


< jeieden.—Stafis €.C. propose mental hospital. 
Shefheid.— British Iron & Steel Lees Asso- 
ciation propose factory, at 
Skeimersdale.— British 
bers propose new headqua 
Stafford.—R.D.C. pose oe 98 houses. 
em any tinge ussex E.C. BN ag te 
are y plans f rm 
school at 0114 000. Architect, a ty ‘Bicele (F.), 


County Hall, Chichester. 

Stockton-on-Tees. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd., 
Lion Brewery, West Hartlepool, seeking licence 
to erect public- house to be known as the “ Rims- 
well Hotel” at Bishopton-rd. 

Stretford.—_T.C. approved:—Extensions to 
works at Elsinore-rd. for Wardle Engineering 


ion er mem- 


Co., 
Surbiton (Surrey).—Plans approved for re- 
a houses at Ewell-rd. tehitect, John 
Spink, 20, London-rd., ston-on- Thames. 


yt ~S —T.C. propose three county colleges 
at West Cross, Pentrechwyth and Clase.—T.C. 
propose extensions at St. Thomas community 
centre. 

Tenterden.—Preliminary plans and estimates 
for adaptations at Homewood County Modern 
school for Kent C.C. approved by M. of E. 

Towcester.—Chesham & Brackley Breweries, 

Ltd., The Brewery, Brackley, propose hotel at 
Kingley housing estate, Silverstone. 

Whitstable.—Kent E.C. to purchase land for 
Joy-la. County Primary “school. 

Wigan.—E.C. propose County Primary school 
at Pemberton. 

Wordsie Grigg & Brettell, Ltd., Holt-st. 
Brewery, Birmingham, propose hotel at corner 
of Ryder-st. and Haden Cross 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted gubjoet to modification. 
© Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Abram.—Civic restaurant at Albert-st.. 
U.D.C. H. Allen, 8.: *P. Liptrot, Wigan. 

Bexley.—Adaptation of ilmington Manor 
for education purposes, for Kent C.C.: *Works 
Dept., Bexley Corporation. 

Bolton. —Day nursery, Cotton-st., and altera- 
tions to Mere Hall Art Gallery, for conversion 
into day nursery, for T.C. Herbert, - 

“D-apers, Ltd., 643, Bury-rd., Bolton. 

Bootle.—2 dwellings at corner of Moss Land 
and Johnstone-ave., for C.B. B.E. and S.: 
Lucas & Son (Liverpool), Ltd., 51, Rosthwaite- 
rd., West Derby, Liverpool, 12 ‘(subject to M.H. 
approval). 


for 


Brighton.—Dining-room and kitchen and 
classroom for use by Technical College and 
College of Arts and Crafts, for E. - P. Billing- 
ton, A.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.L J. Howe, 
M.1L.C.E., M.LMun.E. Quantities i ¥. Barrett, 
r. L.A.8. : ——— Smith (B’ton), Ltd., 14, Stone- 


 ardife, Factory and stores at 1- 2, Cambrian- 
pl., for Welsh Glass Works, Lid., Fisher-st., 
Swansea. Henry Ellis & Son, architects, Mardy- 
chbrs., Wind-st., Swansea: *W. T. Nicholls, 
Ltd., St. Paul’s-rd., Gloucester. 

Clogher.—16 houses at Aughnacloy, for 
R Pats : *Bell Bros., Charlemont, Moy, £28,056. 

, Northants.—250 aluminium bungalows, 
for nix C. D. W. Greaves, 8.: *A. W. Hawks- 
Ltd, Hucclescote, Giesseer” 

Costord.—Eight Airey houses ~— site works, 
for R.D.C. Architect: R. Erith Queen-st., 
Ipswich: *Bury St. Edmunds ER Oo., 
Bury St. Edmunds. « 

Croydon. —Extensions at Davidson School, for 

r¢ cia Mansell, Ltd., 17, Grant-rd., Croydon, 
LG), 

Durham.—50. Tarran-Newland houses, for 
City Council. W. J. Greene, ae *Tarran 
industries, Ltd. (approved by M.H.) 

Be Ham.—Laboratories, etc., at East Ham 

nd Barking bypass road, E.6, for William 
Smith (Poplar), Ltd. Doutholt & Partners, 100, 
Turner’s-hill, Yheshunt, Herts. architects: 

W. & C. French, Ltd., Epping New-rd., Buck- 

urst Hill, Essex 

Fulham.—Re-erection of telephone exchange: 
Nw R. Price, Kingsbury-rd., London, 
4 tampstead.—Erection of building for T.B. 

spensary at Eton-av., for T.C.: *Morris Bros., 

The Loning, Colindeep-la., Colindale, N.W. Cy 


£8,256. 

, Martlepoot.—74 houses at Middle Warren, for 
C.: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villers-st., West 

Hartlepool (15); *John pee Ltd., York-rd., 

West Hartlepool (12) ; W. Brazell. Ltd., 

F ae burn-st., West Martlepol (i); *F. M. 
bbons, Raby-rd., West Hartlepool (10) ; 
['. M. Stonehouse, Litd., Osborne-rd., West 
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iartiepe (9); *W. Pearson & Son, Stran- 
. (6); *R. Rennie & Son, 
Hartlepool (5); “Direct 


ben. West 
ieee (6). 


ington.—Extensive repairs to roof of 
retina eked station ips B.C, Ferg itects: E. ee. 
Monson, rgate, Geant ee 
veyor: Oswald Parvate, Kisizide King 
William-st., E.C.4: tk. H. Dewees 1a Lid, 3, 
Grosvenor- gdns., S.W.1. £14,544 (accepted pro- 


eee? 
Kidderminster.—12 houses at yah site 
and 12 houses at Blakedown, for R.D.C. 8. 
Northover, 8.: *Hum Bowdler, Lark hill, 
Kidderminster, £17 and *Ed. R. RB. Tooby. 
aaa cate a oe Hall, for or B.C: 
irs own Ha 
*H. T. Oliver “3% 8, Lid., 371, 
S8.W.9, £6,440. 

Lanark nark.— Proposed Gallowflat Public school, 
for C.C. William R. Watt, architect, 34, Albert 
st., Motherwell. Excavator, brick, ete. : *E. 
Morgan & Co., 108, Townhead-st amilton, 
£31,249; structural steelwork : *Frederick Braby 
& Co., Ltd., Petershill-rd., Glasgow, £9,660; 
carpenter, joiner and ironmongery: *Works 
Dept. Lanark C.C., Motherwell, £8,639. 

ui .—Rebuilding of ‘warehouses at 

for Perrin Hughes 2 Co., Lid. 
Neville Holt (F.), 43, Imperial- 
bidgs., 20, Exchange-st. East, Liverpool, 2: 
*w. A. Gale, Ltd. 151, Linacre-la., Bootle, 
Crepes 2; steelwork, Banister, Walton & 


London.—Proposed alterations and conversion 
at Finnish Legation, 65-66, Chester-sq., 8.W.1. 
Miss June Park (A.), 124, Sloane-st., S.W.1. 


Fairhurst-st., 
Plans by A. 


architect: *Marshall Andrew & Co., Lid., 3, 
Queen Anne’s-gate, S.W.1, £9,695. 
London.— Rebuilding “‘ cost of ens houses 


at 10-16 and 62-72, Casino-av., 8.E.: *J. Sury 
pay 43, Chatteris- rd., Finsbury Park 4 

London.—War damage ene at Queen's 
fr | site. P. J. Westwood & Sons, archi- 
tects. Raymond-bidgs.. Grays Inn, W.C.1: 
*Hall, *ipedaall & Co., Ltd., Pitfield Wharf, 
Waterloo-rd., §8.E.1. (Amended poragrene 

{London (Admiralty). — Portsmouth 
Barracks, Resurfacing roads, W. F. Rees, Lia: 
54, Victoria- st., S.W.1. 

§ London (Admira ity).—Coventry, Admiralty, 
@.E. Depot, repainting No. 76, s op, Cc. & 
Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., Harlesden, N.W.10. 
Brameote R.N.A.S., nr. Birmingham, extension 
to sick quarters, G. E. & W. incott, Ltd., 64 
Coton-rd., Nuneaton. 


The ONLY Stripper 
THAT GOES THROUGH 
30/40* Coats of Paint 
with ONE APPLICATION 


* We shail be ayer gt te 
you proof of this 


SAFE Guaranteed Neutral and 
Harmless. 








$ U R E 200 years’ accumulations have 
been stripped. 


SAVES its cost in time saved. 





pint 


é: 


QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. F 


57, Kingsland High Street, London, E.8. 
Telephone: Clissold 5307 


EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 


to Trade Card or Bill Head for 
details and nearest Stockists. 






of dik oo ores Oot 
General 


Co., Lid., North 


work : Gammon 


neering 
E.0.2 
M.0.W.).—Contracts placed 
SW fe wat cit Were as 
London: War Office 


: J Buildings, 
Northumberland-ave., 8.W.1, in ; 
P.C.S:, Ltd., St. , 3.W.1.; Houses 
of Parliament, W.1, a ' 
oe John Mowlem & 

rd., S.W.1; St. ph! Polson 
installation of heating 





] 2. : 
Central Garage, a 
= Contractors, Wiltona, Bria 
in ac be 
Herts 4 : MAL, Reeds School, Watford, repairs and 
reonotataen of roads conn Stutley Bros. 
Lid., Wymondl ae ~ aaa T.0.B. 


Bickley 
, Electrical Installations, 7th noent- 
Son, 


ing to roofs a Aire Fair 

Son (Black id. _Dover-t4.. Black F 
Seamneen ee central school 
kitehen, Norwest Reteeeen a Ltd., Ruth- 
ven-rd., Liverpool; Pye-st Waierloo-st, 
School, school central kitchen, “dining ra 
scullery, Norwest Construction Co. hak 
ven-rd., Livezpoal ; St. Judes and Low Wood-st. 
s Liverpad erection oe central kitchen, 
o— -room and scuile Construction 
Co, mar Ruthven-rd., Liverpool ; Scholefield Mill, 

elson, ehectrical néiallation, ia Coe a. 
Carter & Co. f liam 1g 
Middz.: Ashford (Mlvddsx.) Ongaty Hospital, in 


ternal decorations, ative ne go (Conirac- 
tore) Ltd., 179, , Hounslow, 
Middx. ; Barham Primary School, me 
Wembley, kitchen and room, F. & €. 
Cont Ltd., 226, Kenton-rd., Harrow, Middx. ; 
P.O., 187, Kenton-rd., Kenton E. 


Bor ess, Ltd., Gt. West-rd., Brentford. 
ow onshire : ‘County Primary, ——_ M 3 
uston, temporary buildings, Jordans, 
rd. Northampton Nortumberiana + 
io il Piven, Bnmeny (doe, i iid Onebas d 
iow, George Wimpe 

are et oa weastle-oo- Tyne. 


ton, _iapatos “ ames 
Ya 


A 
The * _Gipereme ” Sutton, occ 


ions. 
Surrey : Lumsden, Léd.,’ 41, 


atte Mullen 
W.C.1. 


surfacing, using 
esti track, Limmer & 
ag Ay hp 


Sosam, County School, 


Paint at.. $.W1: ‘shure 
ings, J. F. Finnegan "& Co. (Sheffield), Lid., 4 


Ecclesall-rd., Sh 
Lendon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
acl by War Dept. for week ended February 


14:— 
Midlothian : Building wat. Wm. Paris, Jun., 
Broxbarn, West Lothian. Co. Antrim : Building 

may Hugh T: rt & Sons, Lid., Ballymoney 
Durham: Miscellaneous work, J. Burnett 4 & 

Sea, Birtley. Yorks - Buildi F. Bilton, 

Lid., Hull. Ham Bui k, George 


north aspect era ais ee 


a x yuan, Me “Oices 


Poy 06, 


-on-Sea. 
M Alterations and additions at 
Bridgewater House, Whitworth-st., for United 
ane Co., be Howard & Benaon architects, 
anchester Normantons. 
ae Choriton-on-Medlock , 


ire: 


1x 
aspect Airey a “3 rr. 
Great Lee for R.D.C. 


Tia. 167, Plymouth-gr., 
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MacKellar, 21, LEllison-pl., Newcastle: ‘*H. 
a 371, West-rd.. Newcastie-on- -Tyne. 

—Additions at New &omney 
ame Modern school, for Kent C.C.: *Otto 
Marx & Son, Ltd., 155, Sandgate-rd., Folkestone 
(estimated cost, £15,400). 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


9,500 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the industry 








ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION-37 AREAS. 
And over 70 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 











"Phone or write: 
Secretary: 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrems: “EFEMBE, Holl, London” 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


North Riding.—New Ormesby Cops, Primary 
Junior and Infants’ school. for C.C. J. Catch- 
pole, County A., County Hall, Northallerton. 
*N. Stonehouse, Lid., Victoria Bridge, Stock- 
ve = Tees, £38,984 
ddington. —Adaptation of 6 and 7, Hyde 
Park. -sq. a8 10 flats, for B.C. : tCircle Construc- 
tion Co., 143, ‘Wembley Hill- rd., Wembley, 
Middx., ” £5,499. 
Rochdale.— External painting 2,054 municipal 
houses on eight housing estates, for T.C.: *A. 
Entwisle, Farnwo-th, near Bolton (690); *G. & 
J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. Bolton (496) ; 
*Renovators, ., Manchester (442); *F. K. 
Miles, Heywood (310); *Fletcher Bros., Roch- 


sar (116 ). 

.—Pithead baths at Birley Beigh- 
aie Colliery for Miners’ Welfare eee 
Ashtead, Surrey. C. G. — (F.), 5, Old 
Queen-st., London, S.W.1: *T. Beighton, Ltd., 
Station-rd., a nr. Chesterfield. 
(Amended paragr 

St. Albans.— lee of en houses at Tassell 
Hall, Redbourn, for D.C.: *Axrell & Har- 
borough, Ltd., Terie Crouch Hall-la., Red- 
bourn, £10,507 (subject to M.H. approval). 

St. Albans.—Six houses at St. Leonards-cres., 
Sandridge, for R.D.C.: *Sewell & eee Ltd., 
St. Albans, £9,638 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Shardiow.—18 houses off St. Wilfrid’s-rd., 
West Hallam, for R.D.C. Architect: T. H. 
Thorne (F.), 23, St. James’s-st., Derby: *A. H. 
Harris & Sons, Marchay, £21,989. 

Shefheid.—78 houses and flats at Parson Cross 
estate extension, for T.C. W. George Davies 
(P.), C.A.: *F. Ridal & Sons, Ltd., £9,473 (8); 
“Seymour Bros., £9,527 (8); "Geo Madin, Ltd., 
£12,085 (10); *Redmile & Poole, £16,798 (24); 
of Fee SF Sivil, 29, Canterbury- rd., Broomhill, 
£19,532 (28); (all of Sheffield). 

Sittingbourne. —Completion of West County 
Modern school, for Kent C€.C.: *F. Parham, 
Lid..’ Eva-rd., Gillingham (estimated cost, 
£83,000). 

Stockport.—30 houses, ay estate, 7” 
T.C. jm. G. Gardner, M.Inst.C. 
he gga & Son, Wicken-st., Obaten la., Wionk: 
port. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—22 Airey houses at Fair- 
ow rd. estate, for T.C. A. G. Sinclair, Boro’ 

A., 124, High- st., Stockton: *Hudson Bros., 
Fidler-st.., Middlesbrough. 

Stoke Newin .—Erection of dwellings on 
site at rear of 160, Albion-rd., for wee 
dig Sons (London), Ltd., 5, Beechdale, N.21. 


£6,838. 

Stretford.—New fitting shop and canteen at 
Trafford Generating Station, for Stretford & 
District Electricity Board: *J. Gerrard & Sons, 
Ltd., Pendlebury-rd., Swinton, Manthester. 


RS eR 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


JNO. JONES (STEEL-CRETE) L° 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row. 
Leadea, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 














rd., Acton, W.3. 


February 27 1948 


Thadwastre.—18 houses, for. R.D.C.: 2 at 
Hessett and 2 at Gedding, *F. W. Mulley & 
Sons, Woolpit, £2,845 and £2,795; 6 at Walsham- 
le- Willows, ‘w. J. Bauly, Elmswell, £8,063 ; 
8 at Gt. Ashfield with service road, *W. J. 


Bauly, £10,976. 

Wandsworth.—Six Trustee] houses at junction 
of Skeena Hill with Combemartin-rd., also six 
at junction of Skeena Hill with Girdwood- rd.. 
Southfields, for B.C. Architects: Sir John 
Brown & A. E. Henson: *Fraburn, Lid., 4, 
Wimbledon Hill-rd.. 8.W.19. 

Whitehaven.—20 houses at Valley estate, for 
T.C.: *Direct Labour, £27,635. 

Whitley Bay.—Creamery for Coast Creamery, 
Ltd. Architect K. Burke, Lambton House, 
Newcastle: *B. Peel, Ltd... East Mill Works, 
North Shields. 

Wicklow.—80 houses for U.D.C.: *C. S. Dow- 
ney, Inchicore, Dublin, £118,964. 

Willesden.—_Rebuilding bakery, stores. etc., 
at 42, Berryman-rd., for G. W. Moss: *Fass- 
nidge, Son & Norris, Ltd., 267, High-st., 
Uxbridge, Middx. 

Willesden.—Rebuilding houses at Blandford 
rd., for London Co-operative Society, Ltd., 54, 
Maryland-st., Stratford, E.15. Plans by Archi 
tect’s Dept., Manor Park, Gladding-rd., E.12 
*R. Hewett, Ltd., Cleveland Works, Cleveland- 








Ir: ESSEX STEEL 


SCAFFOLDING co. 


SMART'S LANE 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 








SALES 
ERECTION 


HIRE 
CRADLES 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 














Boyle's -««*»- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 








ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
27, JOHN ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5859 











‘GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 





BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


CAMBERWELL 


eg ROO HEAD OFFICE: 
~ ea SS 34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.I 
King James St., S.E.1 Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 
Waterloo 5474 Saal 

















